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1. Introductions  
Marcella Rensi (Chair) requested introductions.  

2. Minutes of September 17, 2007 PTAC Meeting 
The minutes for the September 17, 2007 PTAC meeting were accepted. 

3. Partnership Reports 
Transit Finance Working Group (TFWG) – Todd Morgan, Chair – The TFWG met on October 3, 2007. Significant 
items of discussion included: 1) an update on the Transit Connectivity Project, 2) a legislative update, 3) the Transit 
Capital Inventory report, the deadline to submit data was October 9, 4) the final draft of the bus/van pricelist was 
distributed for review, 5) Transit Coordinated Plan, 6) SRTP, 7) received an overview of the changes made to the 
draft 2008 RTIP P&P, 8) MTC staff announced a Call for Projects for a second candidate for the Federal Small Starts 
Program. Todd also reported that a portion of the October meeting was a joint session with the Bay Area Transit 
Planners Group. The next TFWG meeting is November 6. 

Local Streets & Roads (LS&R) Working Group – Brian Lee, County of San Mateo – The LS&R WG met on 
October 5, 2007. Highlights of the session included 1) a legislative update, 2) finalized the LS&R Strategic Plan, 
3) a discussion on using Automated Surveying for pavement management, 4) received the Draft Regional PCI 
Index report, 5) received a presentation on Caltrans’ Highway Maintenance Program. 

A joint meeting with the Transit Planners Working Group and the LS&R WG was held on October 15. The group 
agreed to meet on a regular basis to strategize on how to not only maintain but also increase funding for both 
transit and local streets and roads maintenance needs within the RTP.  

Programming and Delivery Working Group (PDWG) – Kenneth Kao, MTC Staff Liaison  – PDWG met on 
October 15, 2007. The Group discussed 1) the STP Obligation status for FY 2006-07, the region obligated 
115% of its target 3) the Annual Obligation Plan, 4) the new Fact and Fund sheets for the 2008 RTIP, and 5) 
Caltrans discussed the new Cooperative Work Agreement and its next steps. The next meeting is November 26. 

Discussion Items 

4. Transportation 2035 Plan 
a. Process & Schedule for Defining Transportation 2035 Vision and Investment Strategies 

Ashley Nguyen (MTC) provided a progress report of key milestones completed to date for Phase One of 
the T2035 Plan. Results of the Public Outreach surveys as well as the evaluation results for the scenario 
performance assessment will be unveiled at the October 26 joint MTC/ABAG Fall Forum. The 
MTC/ABAG Fall Forum has reached its capacity for reservations with a wait list for attendance, and will 
be partially audiocast for those unable to attend. Evaluation results for the scenario performance 
assessment will be unveiled at the October 26 joint MTC/ABAG Fall Forum. Ashley discussed the Phase 
2 planning process, which begins in November 2007 and runs through June 2008. Commission actions 
are expected in January 2007 and June 2008 in anticipation of the final Plan adoption in February 2009. 
Draft revenue forecasts are expected to be released in December 2007. An online form is currently in 
development and is expected to be released for beta testing in November 2007. The form will be used 
during the Call for Projects and will allow jurisdictions the opportunity to update projects from T2030 
and submit new projects. The Call for Projects is expected to be issued late January 2007 with a deadline 
for submission in mid-late February 2008. Group members expressed concerns about the short 
turnaround time between the issuance of the CFP and deadline to submit, the timeframe doesn’t allow 
sufficient time to present to the individual CMAs, TACs, etc. for approval to submit. Ashley advised the 
Group that the CFP will be different in that initially only a list of projects will be required to submit, with 
or without a budget. Staff will provide the Vision Policy framework to assist with the short turnaround 
time for the CFP and will attempt to release the CFP form one month earlier. 

b. Cost Review and Risk Assessment 
Ashley Nguyen (MTC) reported that beginning in March 2008, MTC staff and its consultant will perform a 
cost review and risk assessment of all operations and expansion projects proposed for consideration in the 
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T2035 Plan. Projects that are greater than $300M (escalated) will be subject to closer review. Per SAFETEA, 
all cost estimates will be escalated to reflected year of expenditure dollars. Key elements of the cost/risk 
assessments include:  1) collect basis cost and project phase information, 2) validate project information and 
escalate costs, and 3) apply risk model to determine appropriate contingency. Suggestions for what should be 
considered the “appropriate risk for RTP input” should be directed to Ashley at anguyen@mtc.ca.gov. 
Additional discussions about RTP risk levels will take place in spring 2008.  

c. Status – Transit Operating/Capital Call for Data 
Glen Tepke (MTC) provided a status report of the Transit Operating/Capital Call for Data. Transit operating 
projections were due to MTC on September 28, 2007. As of October 15, data from 15 operators were received 
and commitments to submit data by October 31, 2007 were received from 4 others. The Transit capital asset 
projections were originally due to MTC on September 28, 2007, however, the deadline was later extended to 
October 9, 2007 due to revisions to the asset classification system used in the original capital asset template. 
As of October 15, projections from 11 operators were received, with commitments to submit by November 2 
from 9 others. Draft projections will be reviewed at the TFWG meetings, operating data on November 7 and 
capital data on December 5. Group members requested that the procedure be standardized in the future, as it 
was a very labor-intensive exercise with no guarantees that the data will be utilized for the RTP projections. 

5. FOCUS Priority Development Areas Progress Report 
Kenneth Kirkey (ABAG) reported that the entry-level application for the Priority Development Areas (PDA) was 
June 29, 2007. Fifty local-government jurisdictions and three CMAs submitted applications with applications and 
related local plans envisioning ~ 395,000 new housing units by 2035. ABAG and MTC staff, with the assistance 
of a FOCUS Working Group, is analyzing the applications to determine eligibility and prioritization. The ABAG 
review panel will request clarification from the CMAs about collaboration efforts with transit operators when 
applying for a PDA. Recommendations for PDA designation will be presented at the joint ABAG/MTC Fall 
Forum on October 26, 2007. Thereafter, the final recommendations will go to the ABAG Executive Board for 
formal adoption on November 15.  

Kenneth reported on the Priority Conservation Areas (PCA). 55 entities proposed over 100 PCAs. Nominations 
are being reviewed by staff for consistency with nomination criteria; the regional review panel will review the 
nominated areas in November/December 2007 and final recommendations will be presented to ABAG’s 
Executive Board for regional adoption in early 2008  

6. Proposition 1B Transit – Priorities for FY 2008 Population-Based Funds 
Kenneth Folan (MTC) reported that Caltrans has issued draft guidelines for the implementation of the Proposition 
1B – Transit Funds, including a schedule for the allocation of the $600M available in FY 2007-08. Kenneth 
presented MTC’s proposed allocation plan for the region’s $58M share of the $600M available statewide in FY 
2007-08 and explained the principles of the allocation approach. Project sponsors must submit projects to MTC 
for January allocation consideration on October 25, 2007 with expected Commission adoption of the project list 
for submittal to Caltrans on November 28, 2007. Applications for the first round of allocations are tentatively due 
to Caltrans on November 30, 2007. 

7. 3rd Cycle Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) Bonus Proposal 
Alix Bockelman (MTC) reported that MTC anticipates and additional $72M in federal CMAQ apportionment 
through FY 2008-09. In the past, the regional has been rewarded for its strong performance in the area of project 
delivery. The rules say, “use it or lose it”, and the Bay Area’s strong track record of project delivery is paying 
dividend in additional project money. MTC staff is recommending a 3-prong approach that will ensure obligation of 
these funds by December 2008:  

i. Exchange ready-to-go for future flexible funds. The approach proposes to assist a ready-to-go CMAQ 
project ($12.5M), TAM’s Highway 101 Gap Closure in Marin County, in exchange for flexible funds via 
a flexible cash repayment, which would enable funding non-traditional projects.  

ii. Promote safety by providing funds ($20M) for the Golden Gate Bridge median barrier safety project that 
was unable to fit into the recent Proposition 1B programs. 
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iii. Providing funds ($39.5M) to help close a funding gap and jumpstart ready-to-go transit expansion 
projects. The specific project(s) to use these funds will be determined through the current Resolution 3434 
Strategic Plan, which is expected to conclude in Winter/Spring 2007. 

Caveats include: 1) SAFETEA includes provisions that could result in unobligated apportionment being rescinded 
in FY 2008-09; therefore, funds must be obligated by December 31, 2008, 2) the Golden Gate Bridge median 
barrier project is not technically eligible for CMAQ dollars; therefore, the federal apportionment capacity will be 
used through a local or state funding exchange to enable the project to move forward, and 3) for the Resolution 
3434 reserve, should it be determined that the funds are not assisting a project’s mobility, staff will likely reassess a 
better use for these funds. 

MTC staff expects to present final recommendations for the bonus funds to the Programming and Allocations 
Committee on November 14, for referral to the full Commission in late November.  Initial comments received by 
the Committee members were mixed, in that through consensus, the Committee agreed to move forward with the 
Highway 101 exchange; however, the did not agree on the repayment terms. A substantial number of comments 
received regarding the Golden Gate Barrier project were negative, primarily due to its lack of CMAQ eligibility; 
further discussion is needed. The Group was conflicted regarding the Resolution 3434 reserves, several group 
members recommended a CMAQ Call for Projects before applying any balance to Resolution 3434 projects.  

Standing Updates 

8. Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Update 
MTC staff provided an informational update on the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Marcella 
Rensi (Chair, PTAC) announced that Sri Srinivasan (MTC) has accepted the position of TIP Administrator. 
The deadline to submit requests for the next formal TIP Amendment is November 1. Requests for 
administrative modifications are due through the FMS – Universal Application the first of each month. 
Specific TIP Amendments can be viewed online at: http://www.mtc.ca.gov/funding/tip. 

9. Legislative Update  
Rebecca Long (MTC) provided a status of key legislative bills. The Governor signed SB 717 (Perata), which 
extends the section of code that provides for the Transportation Investment fund for Prop 42 funds. SB717 
extends the statute and makes a substantive change to the transit portion by changing the STA portion to 
75%, which amounts to $27M more in STA funding for the region based on FY 2008-09 factors. The 
Governor signed SB 976, which calls for the creation of the Water Emergency Transportation Authority 
(WETA), and consolidates all water transit authorities with the exception of Golden Gate. The Governor 
vetoed SB 613, which called for a new vehicle registration fee for congestion and storm water management. 

Rebecca stated that both Houses have acted on the 2008 Federal Appropriations have acted and added that 
there are a certain degree of earmarks included within each proposal. 

Information Items / Other Business 

10. Recommended Future Agenda Items  
▪ 3rd Cycle STP/CMAQ Bonus Round 
▪ T2035  - Outcome of MTC/ABAG Fall Forum  

Next Meeting 
Monday, November 19, 2007 
1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
MTC MetroCenter, Auditorium (1st Floor) 
101 Eighth Street, Oakland, CA 94607 


