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FR: Executive Director W. I.  1131 

RE: FY 2016 Federal Budget Request and MAP 21 Reauthorization Proposal  

FY 2016 Budget  

On February 2, President Obama’s released his FY 2016 Budget, which provides a total of $95 

billion in discretionary and mandatory budgetary resources for the Department of Transportation. 

Specific funding proposals for FY 2016 include:  

 $18.4 billion for the Federal Transit Administration, including:  

o $13.9 billion in formula funds — a 62 percent increase over FY 2015 

o $3.3 billion for Capital Investment Grants  — a $1.1 billion increase over FY 

2015 

o $500 million for a new “Rapid Growth Area Bus Rapid Transit Corridor” 

program 

 $51 billion for the Federal Highway Administration, a 25 percent increase over FY 2015. 

 

It is important to emphasize that, these large proposed increases in FY 2016 funding are 

dependent on the Administrations multi-year reauthorization proposal that is by no means certain 

of enactment.  

Surface Transportation Authorization Proposal Extended Two Years  

In addition to proposing funding for the next fiscal year, the President used the release of the 

budget as an opportunity to lay out his surface transportation authorization plan, which is now a 

six-year, rather than four-year proposal. As expected, the Administration proposes to pay for the 

significantly expanded program with a one-time, 14 percent tax on U.S. companies’ overseas 

profits, proposed as part of broader corporate tax reform. Specific elements of the six-year $478 

billion surface transportation authorization proposal include: 

 Create an $18 billion freight program designed to eliminate existing freight transportation 

bottlenecks and improve the efficiency and safety of moving goods.   

 Increasing funding for transit and passenger rail programs to $23 billion in 2016, and $144 

billion over six years. 

 Establishing an Infrastructure Permitting Center to develop and implement reforms for the 

permitting and review of major infrastructure projects to improve the transparency and 

accountability of the permitting process.  




