
 

 

COMMISSION MEETING 
Wednesday, November 19, 2014 

Joseph P. Bort MetroCenter, Lawrence D. Dahms Auditorium 
101 Eighth Street 

Oakland, CA 94607 
 

MINUTES 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Chair Worth called the meeting to order at 2:34- p.m. In addition to Chair Worth and 
Vice Chair Cortese the following Commissioners were present: Aguirre, Giacopini, 
Haggerty, Halsted, Kinsey, Liccardo, Pirzynski, Quan, Tissier, and Wiener. 
 
CHAIR'S REPORT 
 
Chair Worth announced that she represented the Commission attending the Ribbon 
Cutting ceremony of the George Miller Regional Bike and Pedestrian Trail on 
November 8th, by the East Bay Regional Park District. This was part of the highly 
competitive Federal Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery 
(TIGER) grant. This segment adds to the San Francisco Bay Trail. Chair Worth 
emphasized on the significance of recognizing the Congressman upon his retirement 
being one who has given so much to the region. 
 
Chair Worth informed Commissioners that she received an appreciative note from 
Mrs. John (Costanza) Foran on the posthumous recognition given to Senator Foran.  
 
Chair Worth announced the retirement of Commissioners Dodd and Pirzynski:   
 
 Resolution No. 4161 – Resolution of Appreciation for  Commissioner Bill Dodd 

on the occasion of his retirement from the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission after nearly 14 years of dedicated service.  Commissioner Dodd has 
been elected to the California State Legislature. 
 

Upon the motion by Commissioner Kinsey and second by Commissioner Haggerty the 
Commission unanimously approved Resolution No. 4161 to be presented to 
Commissioner Dodd. Commissioner Dodd was not in attendance at this meeting.  
 
 Resolution No. 4164 – Resolution of Appreciation for Commissioner Joe Pirzynski 

on the occasion of his retirement from the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission.  Commission Pirzynski is stepping away from elected office. 
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Upon the motion by Commissioner Tissier and second by Vice Chair Cortese the 
Commission unanimously approved Resolution No. 4164 to be presented to Commissioner 
Pirzynski.   Commissioner Pirzynski expressed his gratitude for his time on the Commission. 
 
 FY 2013-14 Fiscal Audit – Report of Audit Committee.  
 

Chair Worth informed the Commission that on November 12th, Commissioners 
Mackenzie, Tissier and she attended the exit interview conducted by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP (PWC).  They reviewed the results of the audit for FY 
2013-14.  The Committee unanimously accepted and approved the following reports:   
 
1. MTC Report to the Audit Committee FY 2013-14. 
2. MTC Internal Control Report FY 2013-14. 
3. MTC and MTC SAFE Reports on Federal Awards in accordance with OMB Circular 

A-133. 
4. MTC Comprehensive Annual Financial Report FY 2013-14. 
5. Bay Area Infrastructure Financing Authority Financial Statements FY 2013-14. 
6. Bay Area Headquarters Authority Financial Statements FY 2013-14. 

 
Chair Worth stated that the independent auditors were very complimentary of the organization and 
how funds are managed and accounted for in this world of complex transportation funding. The above 
reports are available on MTC’s website, http://apps.mtc.ca.gov/events/agendaView.akt?p=2316. 
 
Chair Worth reminded Commissioners that due to the holidays, the Commission meeting in 
December has been scheduled one week earlier than its regularly scheduled time and to 
confirm December 17th starting at 1:30 p.m. on their calendars. 
 
Chair Worth announced that the Commission meeting will adjourn in memory of Tom Bryan, 
a member of MTC’s Information Technology team for 14 years, who passed away suddenly 
on November 9, 2014.  Tom’s wife, Sue was in attendance to receive the commendation and 
a moment of silence was observed. 
 
POLICY ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORT 
 
There was no Policy Advisory Council report this month. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Steve Heminger, Executive Director, presented the Executive Director’s report to the 
Commission.  Copies of the report are available from the Executive Office or 
http://www.mtc.ca.gov/news/ed_report.htm.  
 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Kinsey asked staff whether there is a national quarterback in Washington that 
brings together interested parties on gas tax at the federal level.  Executive Director replied in 
the positive that it is not just at the federal level but also in the State level as well. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Upon the motion by Commissioner Tissier and second by Commissioner Cortese, the 
Commission unanimously approved the Consent Calendar: 
 
 Commission Meeting Minutes – October 22, 2014. 
 
Programming and Allocations Committee 
 
 Resolution No. 3652, Revised – Allocation of $1.9 million in Regional Measure 2 (RM2) 

Capital funds for the Downtown San Francisco Ferry Terminal Expansion project; 
rescission of $2.1 million in savings from Water Transit Facilities Improvements and 
Environmental Review sub-projects. 
 

 Resolution No. 3721, Revised – Allocation of $8.3 million in Regional Measure 2 (RM2) 
Capital funds to the Contra Costa Transportation Authority (CCTA) for environmental 
and final design phases of the I-680 Southbound High-Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Gap 
Closure and Express Lane Conversion project. 
 

 Resolution Nos. 4053, Revised and 3925, Revised – Revisions to the Third Cycle Lifeline 
Transportation Program of Projects. 
 

 Resolution No. 4145, Revised – Allocation of $5.5 million to SFMTA and Rescissions of 
$1.7 million from AC Transit and SamTrans of State Transit Assistance (STA) Revenue-
based Funds. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Administration Committee – Tissier 
 
 Resolution No. 4141, Revised – FY 2014-15 Overall Work Program (OWP) Amendment 

to include $2.2 million in carry-over federal planning funds from FY 2013-14 and to new 
federal grants totaling $1.7 million. 
 

Upon the motion by Commissioner Tissier and second by Commissioner Wiener the 
Commission unanimously approved Resolution No. 4141, Revised. 
 
Programming & Allocations – Worth for Glover 
 
 Resolution No. 3651, Revised – Change to condition on prior allocation of Regional 

Measure 2 funds to the Transbay Joint Powers Authority for Right of Way acquisition. 
The Transbay Joint Powers Authority (TJPA) requested that MTC alter the priority 
position of quit claim deeds that MTC currently holds via an agreement with TPJA, for 
properties located at 75 Natoma and 546 Howard streets in San Francisco.  The quit claim 
deeds were developed in 2009 pursuant to a condition of the allocation of RM2 funds for 
a $5 million purchase of the two properties, which are needed to construct the Transbay  
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Terminal Project.  TJPA requested that the deeds instead be available in a first priority 
position as collateral for a private loan that would provide funds for project construction. 
 

Upon the motion by Commissioner Worth and second by Commissioner Halsted the 
Commission unanimously approved Resolution No. 3651, Revised. 
 
 Resolution No. 4160 – Approval of the 2014-15 Productivity Improvement Program 

(PIP) with a focus on the performance requirements and related recommendations of the 
Transit Sustainability Project (TSP). 
 

Upon the motion by Commissioner Aguirre and second by Commissioner Pirzynski the 
Commission unanimously approved Resolution No. 4160. 
 
 Resolution Nos. 3833, Revised and 4137, Revised – Programming of $7.8 million in 

Regional Measure 1 (RM1) funds.  This action programs and allocates $5.1 million for 
the eBART project towards the construction of the Pittsburg Civic Center station and 
backfills a prior MTC STA commitment ($2.7 million), and programs $2.7 million 
toward the project reserve.  

 
Upon the motion by Commissioner Tissier and second by Commissioner Cortese the 
Commission unanimously approved Resolution Nos. 3833, Revised and 4137, Revised. 
 
Legislation Committee – Haggerty 
 
 Resolution No. 3931, Revised – MTC Policy Advisory Council appointment would allow 

Charles Kaufman, Harriet Wolf, and Shireen Malekafzali to fill vacancies in the senior 
and low-income categories on the Policy Advisory Council. 
 

Upon the motion by Commissioner Haggerty and second by Commissioner Tissier the 
Commission unanimously approved Resolution No. 3931, Revised. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 Andre Carpiaux, spoke in support of engineering solar panel vehicles as energy savers. 
 
ADJOURNMENT/NEXT MEETING 
 
Commission Chair Worth adjourned the meeting at 3:16 p.m. in Memory of Tom Bryan.  
There being no further business or public comment, Chair Worth announced the next regular 
Commission meeting scheduled for Wednesday, December 17, 2014 and to note that 
meetings will take place in the afternoon starting at 1:30 p.m.  
 
 
 ___________________________ 
 Amy Rein Worth, Chair 
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