
 1 

 
Air Quality Conformity Task Force 

Summary Meeting Notes 
September 25, 2014 

 

Participants:
Ginger Vagenas – EPA 
Bruce Williams – City of Oakland 
Ted Mately – FTA 
Marilee Mortenson – Caltrans 
Amir Fanai – BAAQMD 
Rodney Tavitas  – Caltrans 

Dick Fahey – Caltrans 
Joseph Vaughn – FHWA 
Mallory Atkinson – MTC  
Adam Crenshaw – MTC  
Carolyn Clevenger – MTC 
Harold Brazil – MTC  

 
1. Welcome and Self Introductions: Harold Brazil (MTC) called the meeting to order at 9:34 am.    
 
2. PM2.5 Interagency Consultations 

 
a. Consultation to Determine Project of Air Quality Concern Status 
 
i. Lake Merritt BART Bikeways Project  

 
Bruce Williams (City of Oakland) started his presentation on the Lake Merritt BART Bikeways 
project by indication that the project will install high quality bikeways serving the Lake Merritt 
BART station where none currently exist. Mr. Williams stated that the project will also include the 
resurfacing of key roadway segments with severe deterioration in order to provide a path of travel 
that is safe for and supportive of bicycling.  All curb ramps in the paving area will be upgraded to 
current standards with the installation of ADA-compliant curb ramps. 
 
Mr. Williams went on to state that the purpose and need of the Lake Merritt BART Bikeways 
project is to: 

• Completes “last mile” for trips originating in North Oakland, West Oakland, and the 
neighborhoods around downtown and Lake Merritt. 

• Lake Merritt BART has the sixth highest bicycle mode share in the system, @ 6% of all trips 
• Currently no dedicated bike facilities in vicinity of station 
• Increase safety of bicycling, and, potentially, further increase bicycle mode share 

 
Mr. Williams also described that the project includes bike lanes on the predominantly one-way 
streets that serve the station from the north, south, east and west: Madison Street from 19th Street 
to 4th Street; Oak Street from Embarcadero to 14th Street; 8th Street from Fallon Street to 
Harrison Street; and 9th Street from Harrison Street to Fallon Street.  Mr. Williams pointed out 
that Road diets (removal of one travel lane) to accommodate new bike lanes are planned for 8th 
Street (4 lanes to 3 lanes), Madison Street (3 lanes to 2-3 lanes between 6th and 14th), and Oak 
Street (4 lanes to 3 lanes between 6th and 14th).  
 
Mr. Williams concluded his presentation by indicating the Lake Merritt BART Bikeways project: 

• Will promote bicycling with new bicycle lanes 
• Will also enhance ADA access by improving all curb ramps 
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• Has no direct impact on traffic volumes or truck traffic 
 
Ginger Vagenas (EPA) noticed that the truck volumes in the project area were low and focused on 
3-axle trucks and asked if there was any information about 2-axle diesel trucks.  Mr. Williams 
indicated that 3-axle trucks were counted as a proxy for trucks assumed to likely have diesel 
engines based on truck traffic counting methodology literature and buses were included as a 3-
axle truck count (summing to 1% of the ADT in the project area).  Harold Brazil (MTC) and Ms. 
Vagenas agreed that 2-axle trucks generally have gas engines, but Ms. Vagenas went on to say that, 
as a rule, EPA would like to see accounting potential 2-axle truck, diesel traffic.  In the case of this 
project, Ms. Vagenas indicated that since the traffic volumes are so low (in the project area), EPA 
will not insist on gathering 2-axle diesel truck traffic data.   
 
Dick Fahey (Caltrans) commented that the project assessment form horizon year, no-build truck 
AADT value of “81” should be “50” and Mr. Fahey also mentioned that truck are unlikely to take 8th 
Street as an alternative route to I-880 for access to and from the Port of Oakland. (i.e., trucks 
would stay on I-880 as opposed to using 8th Street and going through traffic in Oakland’s 
Chinatown to access the Port of Oakland) 
 

Final Determination: With input from FTA, EPA, Caltrans and FHWA, the Task Force 
concluded that the Lake Merritt BART Bikeway project was not of air quality concern.  

 
b. Confirmation of the list of exempt projects from PM2.5 conformity    

(2b_Exempt List 91114.pdf) 
 

Final Determination: With input from FHWA, FTA, EPA, Caltrans and MTC, the Task Force 
agreed that the projects on the exempt list (2b_Exempt List 91114.pdf) is exempt from 
PM2.5 project level analysis. 

 
3.   Update on the proposed Final Transportation Air Quality Conformity Analysis for the 
       2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Plan Bay Area 
 
Harold Brazil (MTC) stated that MTC staff completed the Proposed Final Transportation Air 
Quality Conformity Analysis for the Plan and the Proposed Final 2015 TIP and that final 
documents, comments received and the agency’s responses were all considered at the September 
10, 2014 Programming and Allocations Committee meeting.  Mr. Brazil went on to detail that 
Commission approval occurred at their meeting on September 10, 2014 and final federal approval 
of the 2015 TIP Conformity Analysis is expected in December 2014. 
 
4.   Consent Calendar 
 

a.  August 28, 2014 Air Quality Conformity Task Force Meeting Summary 
 
Ginger Vagenas (EPA) commented on the phrasing of the questions she had on the State Route 
(SR) 242 / Clayton Road Ramps project.  Harold Brazil (MTC) indicated that he would follow-up on 
how Ms. Vagenas’ question was stated at the August 28th meeting.  After reviewing the meeting 
audio recording, Mr. Brazil provided the following edit: 
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“Ginger Vagenas (EPA) asked if the changes in truck traffic in among the alternatives were minimal (i.e., 
less than was approximately 200 vehicles per day and Francisco Martin responded by indicating that the 
project would not be inducing any additional truck traffic in the study area.” 
 
Final Determination: Final Task Force approval of the consent calendar will be deferred to the 
October 23rd meeting so that the Task Force can review and/or comment on the above edit.  

 
 
 

 


