
   

TO: Air Quality Conformity Task Force DATE: September 11, 2014 

FR: Harold Brazil W.I.:   

RE: Informational Update on the Proposed Final Conformity Analysis for the 2015 Transportation Improvement 
Program and Plan Bay Area 

MTC staff completed the Proposed Final Transportation Air Quality Conformity Analysis for the Plan 
and the Proposed Final 2015 TIP includes updates to project schedules to reflect current information 
provided by project sponsors.  
 
Under Federal law and regulation, regional transportation plans (RTPs) and Transportation Improvement 
Programs (TIPs) must be analyzed to determine if they conform to federal air quality standards and plans 
(known as the State Implementation Plan or SIP). The new Transportation-Air Quality Conformity 
Analysis for Plan Bay Area and the 2015 TIP was prepared in accordance with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) transportation conformity regulations and MTC’s Bay Area Air Quality 
Conformity Procedures (MTC Resolution No. 3757). This analysis incorporates updated project delivery 
schedules submitted during the 2015 TIP update process. These projects have been modeled in the 
appropriate analysis year using the latest planning assumptions. MTC staff consulted with the Air Quality 
Conformity Task Force on the approach to the conformity analysis, draft conformity analysis, response to 
public comments on the draft conformity analysis, and final conformity analysis. Based on the conformity 
analysis, a positive conformity determination can be made because the Plan and the TIP conform to the 
federal air quality standards and plans. 
 
The 2015 TIP and accompanying Transportation-Air Quality Conformity Analysis were released for 
public review and comment beginning June 26, 2014. A public hearing was held on July 9, 2014 and the 
review and comment period ended on July 31, 2014. A summary of comments received and staff’s 
responses are included in Attachment A. Comments pertaining to the 2015 TIP and staff’s responses are 
incorporated as an appendix to the TIP. Comments on the Transportation-Air Quality Conformity 
Analysis are included in Section V of that document. 
 
Next Steps 
The final documents, comments received and the agency’s responses were considered at the September 
2014 Programming and Allocations Committee meeting and final federal approval of the 2015 TIP is 
expected in December 2014. 
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