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Background 
State and federal statutes require metropolitan planning organizations such as MTC to adopt 
participation plans to provide the public with opportunities to be involved in the transportation 
planning process. MTC’s current Public Participation Plan (PPP) was adopted in 2010. While this 
document informs interested residents on how to engage in the range of MTC’s planning work 
and funding allocations, the primary focus is to highlight planning and decision milestones, and 
public engagement opportunities for Plan Bay Area — the region’s long-range transportation and 
land use blueprint. 
 
With the first update to Plan Bay Area slated to begin in mid-2015, staff will release a draft 
update to the PPP in November. This memo provides an overview of the anticipated process and 
schedule for this public engagement plan. 
 
Proposed Approach 
The 2010 PPP was adopted just prior to the launch of Plan Bay Area, which included a lengthy 
and sometimes contentious public engagement process culminating in plan adoption by MTC and 
the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) in 2013. MTC staff is considering various 
inputs to the PPP update, including recommendations from an evaluation of Plan Bay Area’s 
public engagement activities; comments from a productive debrief and strategy session with 
MTC’s Policy Advisory Council; and feedback on the Plan Bay Area outreach from 
Commissioners and other interested parties. ABAG staff also has been conducting county-level 
meetings with elected officials and key local government staff. In the coming weeks we will be 
meeting with the Regional Advisory Working Group, the Partnership Technical Advisory 
Committee and MTC’s Policy Advisory Council, as well as meeting with residents in low-
income communities and communities of color to seek their input on key elements of the PPP 
and public engagement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://onebayarea.org/pdf/Evaluation_Report_PBA_Outreach.pdf



