Application of Criteria for a Project of Air Quality Concern
Project Title: Autumn Street Improvement Project

Project Summary for Air Quality Conformity Task Force Meeting:

The project will construct improvements on Autumn Street in the City of San Jose between Julian
Street and San Carlos Street, a distance of approximately 0.8 miles. The purpose of the project is
to provide greater access to downtown San Jose and improve traffic operations. North of the

project

limits, the segment of Autumn Street between Julian Street and Coleman Avenue is being

constructed as a separate project with completion anticipated in late 2014.

Description:

Starting at the northern end the project, the current T-intersection at Autumn Street and
Julian Street will be modified to a four way intersection. New pedestrian crosswalks with
ADA curb ramps will be installed heading south from the intersection.

Between Julian to St. John Street, Autumn Street will be realigned to the east of its current
alignment.

The segment of Autumn Street between St. John Street and Santa Clara Street will be
reconfigured to allow one lane of traffic in each direction with parallel parking during normal
operations and then converted to two-lanes during peak events.

Background

Preliminary engineering for the project is funded by Transportation Community System
Preservation funds and has already been approved in the 2013 Federal Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP). TIP Revision No. 2013-01 revises the project with no net
increase in funding.

Funding for the right-of-way and construction phases of the project has yet to be identified.
The project is identified as a traffic mitigation measure in the adopted Downtown San Jose
Strategy 2000 Plan.

Not a Project of Air Quality Concern (40 CFR 93.123(b)(1))

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

New or expanded highway projects with significant number/increase in diesel vehicles?
a. Not a new or expanded highway project.

b. Local Street project.

c. No change in overall traffic volume or truck percentages as a result of the project.

Affects intersections at LOS D, E, or F with a significant number of diesel vehicles?
The project will improve access along the Autumn Street Corridor to/from Downtown
San Jose and will reduce traffic congestion on alternate routes, as identified in the
Downtown San Jose Strategy 2000 Plan. Intersections in Downtown San Jose, which
includes the project alignment, are exempt from the City’s level of service policy.
Nonetheless, the project will serve to accommodate existing and projected traffic
demand, which will improve LOS at local intersections when compared to “no project”
conditions.

New bus and rail terminals and transfer points?
a. Not applicable.

Expanded bus and rail terminals and transfer points?
a. Not applicable.

Affects areas identified in PM2.5 implementation plan as site of violation?
a. There is not currently a state implementation plan for PM2.5. Therefore, this is not
identified in the plan as an area of potential violation.



RTIP ID# (required) 230200

TIP ID# (required) SCL110006

Air Quality Conformity Task Force Consideration Date
June 26, 2014

Project Description (clearly describe project)
The project will improve and partially realign Autumn Street between Julian Street and West San Carlos
Street, a distance of approximately 0.8 miles.

Julian Street to St. John Street

Beginning at Julian Street and extending south to St. John Street, Autumn Street will be realigned to the
east of its current alignment. This new street, which will be called Autumn Parkway will include a raised
median, curb, gutter, sidewalk, street lighting, signage, and landscaping. Due to Autumn Street
realignment, a cul-de-sac will be constructed at the southern end of existing N. Autumn Street. This
proposed realignment will require the acquisition of right-of-way.

St. John Street to Santa Clara Street

This segment of Autumn Street will be reconfigured to allow for up to four lanes of traffic during peak
events (e.g., sporting events or concerts at the adjacent SAP Center). The roadway will, however, be
striped for one lane of traffic in each direction and on-street parking will be permitted during normal
operations.

Santa Clara Street to San Carlos Street

Currently, Montgomery and Autumn Streets are one-way streets between Santa Clara Street and Park
Avenue. Together they function as a couplet, with southbound traffic using Montgomery Street and
northbound traffic using Autumn Street. The project proposes to convert this couplet where Autumn
Street will become two lanes in each direction, while Montgomery Street will become a minor two-way
street with a cul-de-sac at the southern end.

It will also include new curbs, gutters, sidewalks, street lighting, sighage, and landscaping, as
necessary, in accordance with City standards and policies.

Type of Project:
Roadway realignment and improvement.

County Narrative Location/Route & Post miles
SCL 04-SJS-0
Caltrans Projects — EA# n/a

Lead Agency: CITY OF SAN JOSE

Contact Person Phone# Fax# Email
Amy Chan (408) 793-6947 (408) 292-6090 amy.chan@sanjoseca.gov

Federal Action for which Project-Level PM Conformity is Needed (check appropriate box)

Categorical i
X Exclusion gf\a; E?SNSI or Final EﬁLsEtr(chtion Other
(NEPA)

Scheduled Date of Federal Action: tbd

NEPA Deleaation — Project Tvpe (check appropriate box)

Section 6004 —
X Exempt Categorical
Exemption

Section 6005 — Non-
Categorical Exemption

Current Programming Dates (as appropriate)

PE/Environmental ENG ROW CON



mailto:amy.chan@sanjoseca.gov

Start 10/1/2013 TBD 10/1/2014 TBD

End 10/1/2014 TBD 10/1/2015 TBD

Project Purpose and Need (Summary): (please be brief)

This project’s main objective is to improve circulation and traffic flow in and between key

destinations in downtown San José including the San José Diridon Transit Center, SAP Center, and San
José Market Place shopping center as well as future destinations such as the planned BART Extension to
San José/Santa Clara and the proposed Baseball Stadium. Also to emphasize the complete streets
principle, this project will include enhanced crosswalks and ADA compliant curb ramps to accommodate all
users. With the improvements provided by the project, vehicle traffic will be able to move more efficiently
and may potentially reduce idling, especially during peak events.

Surrounding Land Use/Traffic Generators (especially effect on diesel traffic)
The surrounding land uses include commercial and some residential units.

Brief summary of assumptions and methodology used for conducting analysis

The proposed improvements to Autumn Street are one of the key components of the Downtown San José
Strategy 2000 Plan, a long-term development plan for development in the greater downtown area that was
approved by the San José City Council. The traffic analysis undertaken as part of the Downtown San José
Strategy 2000 Plan, which was a Program EIR, determined that the improvements were necessary to
accommodate the existing and projected volume of traffic that will result from the planned growth of the
downtown area surrounding vicinity. The San José Strategy 2000 Plan EIR identified the extension of Autumn
Street as mitigation for existing and future traffic impacts by improving the circulation of vehicle traffic and
providing an alternative route through the downtown area and alleviates traffic congestion along and parallel
routes. This project will not lead to any increase in diesel traffic.

Opening Year: If facility is a highway or street, Build and No Build LOS, AADT, % and # trucks, truck
AADT of proposed facility

Construction completion year is yet to be determined because funding has not yet been secured. See next
section for projected (year 2040) volumes.




RTP Horizon Year / Design Year: If facility is a highway or street, Build and No Build LOS, AADT,
% and # trucks, truck AADT of proposed facility

e For the 2040 horizon year, under Build Conditions, the City’s traffic demand model projects that peak-
hour volumes on Autumn Street will be as follows: AM, North of Santa Clara Street: 1,594
e AM, South of Santa Clara Street: 1,906
e PM, North of Santa Clara Street: 2,150
e PM, South of Santa Clara Street: 2,726

Volumes under No Build Conditions were not calculated, but would be lower because, without the proposed
improvements, some drivers would likely choose alternate routes. Truck traffic in this area is relatively low,
estimated at between 2% and 5% of AADT.

Table 1
DSAP Buildout | DSAP Buildout
Count Date Existing | Existing plus Strategy plus Strategy
Node | Intersection AM/PM AM PM 2000 AM 2000 PM
3263 | Autumn/Julian 10-12/10-12 B B C D
3066 | Autumn/Santa Clara 2-13/9-12 C C+ E E
3264 | Autumn/San Fernando 2-13/2-13 A B+ B C
3709 | Autumn/Montgomery/Park 3-14/3-14 C- D D F
3077 Bird/San Carlos 10-12/9-12 C- D C E

Table 1 shows the Existing conditions level of service for signalized intersections along Autumn
Parkway. It also shows the Diridon Station Area Plan Buildout (DSAP) plus Strategy 2000 land use level
of service at the same intersections.”

The existing lane configurations were assumed for the existing AM and PM peak conditions analysis.
The DSAP plus Strategy 2000 LOS is based on the DSAP Traffic Impact Analysis.>

It should be noted that based on the Envision 2040 General Plan policies, intersections within the
Downtown core are exempt from the city’s level of service policy. The three intersections of
Autumn/Santa Clara, Autumn/Park and Bird/San Carlos are within the Downtown core area.

The Autumn Street extension project was identified as a mitigation measure in the Downtown 2000
Strategy EIR. It would serve as an alternative route through the Downtown Area and alleviate
congestion along parallel routes such as Market Street and Almaden Boulevard.

! Diridon Master Plan Technical Appendices, June 28, 2013
? Diridon Station Area Plan, Traffic Impact Analysis, June 28, 2013



Opening Year: If facility is an interchange(s) or intersection(s), Build and No Build cross-street
AADT, % and # trucks, truck AADT

Not applicable.

RTP Horizon Year / Design Year: If facility is an interchange (s) or intersection(s), Build and No
Build cross-street AADT, % and # trucks, truck AADT

Not applicable.

Opening Year: If facility is a bus, rail or intermodal facility/terminal/transfer point, # of bus
arrivals for Build and No Build, % and # of bus arrivals will be diesel buses

Not applicable.

RTP Horizon Year / Design Year: If facility is a bus, rail or intermodal facility/terminal/transfer
point, # of bus arrivals for Build and No Build, % and # of bus arrivals will be diesel buses

Not applicable.

Describe potential traffic redistribution effects of congestion relief (impact on other facilities)

The project will serve as an alternative route through the Downtown area and will reduce traffic
congestion along parallel routes.

Comments/Explanation/Details (please be brief)

The project will emphasize the complete streets principle which will include enhanced crosswalks and
ADA compliant curb ramps to accommodate all users.
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