
 

 

 

 MTC PLANNING COMMITTEE  
May 9, 2014 
MINUTES  

 
ATTENDANCE 
Chair Spering called the MTC Planning/ABAG Administrative Committee 
meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  Planning Committee members in attendance were: 
Commissioners Haggerty, Halsted, Kinsey, Luce, and Mackenzie. 
Commissioners present as ad hoc non-voting members of the Committee were 
Bates, and Tissier. Commission Chair Rein-Worth was present in her ex-officio 
voting member capacity. 
 
ABAG Administrative Committee members present were Eklund, Haggerty, 
Luce, Mar, Pierce, and Spering. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR: Minutes of April 11, 2014 
Commissioner Mackenzie moved approval of the Consent Calendar, Commissioner 
Halsted seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
  
RECOMMENDED PRIORITY DEVELOPMENT AREA (PDA) PLANNING 
GRANTS AND REGIONAL IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITIES OF $8.4 
MILLION 
Ms. Therese Trivedi, MTC, and Mr. Duane Bay, ABAG, provided background 
information on the PDA Planning and Technical Assistance Programs.  
 
Ms. Trivedi recommended that the committee refer MTC Resolution No. 4035, 
Revised and MTC Resolution No. 3925, Revised to approve the $8.4 million in 
projects to the Commission for approval. 
 
 Committee discussion: 
• Pat Eklund, ABAG Administrative Committee member, requested clarification on 

the phrase “pending exchange”, and the location of the Thatcher Ranch Easement 
project in Novato. 

• Commissioner Spering commented on the technical assistance project in South 
Richmond, related to an affordable housing commercial linkage study. Ms. Trivedi 
stated that Richmond is in the process of completing a PDA Plan for the South 
Richmond PDA.  This project would be a nexus study to assess housing impact 
fees related to new development in the Plan. Commissioner Spering expressed 
concern with additional fees on construction and these types of policies, which are 
a local issue.  Ms. Trivedi noted that this is a local request for technical assistance.   
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• Commissioner Kinsey commented on the Feasibility Analysis for a new Whistle Stop facility 

in Marin County, which is not being recommended for funding. He stated that county PDA 
Planning funds have been awarded through the CMA to support this planning project, which 
will put dozens of senior housing units above social services that have long been occurring in 
the historic train station will be a SMART adjacent to the terminal in San Rafael. 

 
Public Comment: 
Bob Glover, Building Industry Association, asked several questions related to the South 
Richmond project and said he did not support the $60,000 nexus study. Ms. Trivedi stated that 
PDA planning funds are allocated directly to the cities who typically hire consultant teams to 
perform the technical assistance work. With staffing assistance and technical assistance projects, 
MTC on-call consultant teams are assigned to work with cities to complete the work.  She also 
stated that all previously-funded projects are found on MTC’s website, along with final reports/ 
presentations.  The $500,000 for South Richmond is for a comprehensive PDA Plan that is 
currently underway, and that the recommended project would be a coordinated effort with that 
work.  She also noted that the project scoring information is available. Commissioner Spering 
requested that staff distribute the information to Mr. Glover as well to the Commissioners on the 
Planning Committee. 
 
Commissioner Halsted moved approval. Commissioner Haggerty seconded. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 9:51 a.m. The Committee’s next meeting is scheduled for Friday, June 
13, 2014 at 9:30 a.m. in the Lawrence D. Dahms Auditorium, Joseph P. Bort MetroCenter, 
Oakland, CA. 
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