
 Agenda Item 7 

– more – 

 

TO: Policy Advisory Council  DATE: June 4, 2014 

FR: Pam Grove, Staff Liaison W.I. 1114 

RE: Staff Liaison Report – June 2014 
 
Experience Electric Campaign Aims to Spark Electric Vehicle Adoption 
 
Last month, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), the Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District and a consortium of electric vehicle organizations launched a new electric 
vehicle awareness campaign. Experience Electric – The Better Ride is a regional initiative 
designed to spur electric vehicle adoption by offering thousands of free test drives at dozens of 
public venues and workplaces throughout the nine-county Bay Area. A kick-off event was held 
on May 13, followed by the first public test drive on Saturday, May 17 in San Francisco. Electric 
vehicles from a variety of manufacturers, including Tesla, BMW, FIAT, Ford, General Motors, 
KIA Motors and Nissan are available to drive during these events. The campaign’s goal is to 
accelerate EV adoption through purchase, leasing and car-sharing programs. 
 
In addition to the May 17 event in San Francisco, the Experience Electric campaign will conduct 
similar ride-and-drive opportunities throughout the Bay Area over the next few months: 

• Berkeley Farmer’s Market Ride & Drive Event 
Date: Saturday, June 28, 2014 - 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Center Street and Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Berkeley, California 

• Fremont Pacific Commons Ride & Drive Event 
Date: Saturday, August 9, 2014 - 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Christy Street at Curie Street, Fremont, California 

• Pleasanton Green Scene Ride & Drive Event 
Date: Thursday, September 4, 2014 - 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
Division Street & Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton, California 

• Walnut Creek Ride & Drive Event 
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2014 - 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
North Locust between Lacassie Street and Giammona Street, Walnut Creek, California 

 
Marketing efforts for these events include outreach to Spanish- and Chinese-speaking 
communities to attract participation from a cross-section of Bay Area residents. 
 
Information about San Francisco’s Ride and Drive event can be viewed at: 
http://www.mtc.ca.gov/news/current_topics/5-14/ride_and_drive.htm 
 
And videos highlighting the Experience Electric campaign can be found at: 
http://www.mtc.ca.gov/news/video/ev.htm 

http://www.mtc.ca.gov/news/current_topics/5-14/ride_and_drive.htm
http://www.mtc.ca.gov/news/video/ev.htm
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Clipper Milestone 
 
The Clipper® transit fare card program reached its highest usage rate ever, with 20,058,055 
transactions in April 2014. The high mark represents a 4.7 percent increase over Clipper 
transactions in April 2013. Operators currently accepting Clipper cards include San Francisco 
Muni, BART, AC Transit, Caltrain, SamTrans, Golden Gate Transit & Ferry, San Francisco Bay 
Ferry and the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA). Clipper is used for fare 
payment on nearly half of all transit trips in the region, with an average weekday usage of 
728,209 in April. 
 
MTC is working to expand the Clipper system later this year to include Marin Transit, Napa 
VINE, SolTrans, Fairfield and Suisan Transit (FAST), Rio Vista Delta Breeze, Vacaville City 
Coach, San Francisco Bay Ferry’s Vallejo-to-San Francisco route, and the new Oakland Airport 
Connector, expected to open later this year. In addition, MTC plans to expand the Clipper 
program to the Livermore-Amador Valley Transit Authority (WHEELS) bus network, County 
Connection, WestCAT, and Tri-Delta Transit by the end of 2015, as well as to Santa Rosa City 
Bus, Sonoma County Transit, Cloverdale Transit, Petaluma Transit, Healdsburg Transit, and 
Union City Transit by the spring of 2016. Finally, MTC is working with Sonoma Marin Area 
Rail Transit (SMART) to implement Clipper for a mid-2016 launch. 
 
To learn more about Clipper, visit clippercard.com or call Clipper Customer Service at 877-878-
8883 or TDD/TYY: 711 or 800-735-2929 and type “Clipper.”  
 
Executive Director’s Report 
 
The following items were in the May 2014 Executive Director’s Report to the Commission: 
 

• Lobby Day – Sacramento, April 30 
Chair Worth led a gaggle of MTC commissioners, staff, and partner agency 
representatives in a series of visits to the Bay Area’s state legislative delegation. The 
focus of our visits was the long-term Cap and Trade funding framework proposed by 
Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg, with whom we also met that afternoon. 
Thanks especially to Randy Rentschler and Rebecca Long for arranging the most upbeat 
visit to Sacramento that I can recall in many years. 

 
• Senate Committee Advances Reauthorization Bill – Washington, DC, May 15 

The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee chaired by Barbara Boxer marked 
up the highway title of a bill to reauthorize the MAP 21 legislation that will expire on 
September 30, 2014. The new bill largely retains the MAP 21 program structure with the 
exception of creating a new categorical program for goods movement. The main 
uncertainty clouding the bill’s prospects is that its inflation adjusted funding levels rely 
on a significant infusion of new revenue from a source yet to be determined. Jurisdiction 
for that funding discussion belongs to the Senate Finance Committee. The transit title of 
the reauthorization bill is the responsibility of the Senate Banking Committee. 

 
To read the May 2014 Executive Director’s report to the Commission in its entirety, go to 
http://www.mtc.ca.gov/news/ed_report.htm.  
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