
 Agenda Item 3d 

 

TO: Legislation Committee DATE: April 4, 2014 

FR: Executive Director W. I.  1131 

RE: SB 990 (Vidak): State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)/ Transportation Development 
Act (TDA) Funds: 5% Set-aside for Disadvantaged Small Communities 

Background 
 
SB 990 (Vidak) would require counties to set aside 5 percent of their Regional Transportation 
Improvement Program (RTIP) county share for "Small Disadvantaged Communities," which the 
bill defines as a "city or census designated place that has a population of 25,000 or fewer people 
and that has a median household income less than 80 percent of the statewide average.” 
Additionally, the bill requires that regional transportation planning agencies responsible for 
allocating Transportation Development Act (TDA) funds, such as MTC, reserve 5 percent of 
such funds (after certain statutory takedowns) for such areas. The bill also requires congestion 
relief and safety to be the top priority for the use of such funds.  
 
Recommendation: Oppose 
 
Discussion 
Staff recommends we oppose this legislation. On principle, we are opposed to the Legislature 
adding new set-asides for specific purposes or geographic areas to existing formula funding as 
doing so greatly undermines the local and regional transportation planning and prioritization 
process. Based on MTC staff’s review of 2012 census data, there are only 14 “small 
disadvantaged communities” meeting the bill’s definition in the nine-county Bay Area, 
comprising only 45,264 residents — 0.6% of the region’s total population. The chart below 
illustrates the size of such communities and their relative share of the county population.   
 

County 
(Number  of 

Areas) 

Population 
Residing in "Small 

Disadvantaged 
Community"  

Share of County 
Population 

  
Relationship 

to 5% 

Example: 
2014 RTIP 
Set-aside 
Required 

Contra Costa (4) 
                                             

29,575  2.7% 1.8 x smaller 
 

$1,589,250 

Marin (2)* 
                                               

2,870  1.1% 4.5 x smaller 
 

$297,250 

Napa (1) 
                                                  

211  0.2% 33 x smaller 
 

$195,700 

Sonoma (7)  
                                             

12,608  2.6% 1.9 x smaller  
 

$605,650 
*Marin has a $33 million STIP advance scheduled to be repaid over the next 10 years.  




