
 Agenda Item 4a  
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FR: Executive Director W. I.  1131 

RE: FY 2014 Federal Appropriations 

Overview  
The FY2014 omnibus spending bill, which provides funding for the balance of FY 2014 and 
compiles 12 appropriation bills into a single mega bill, was passed on January 15 by the U.S. 
House of Representatives by a wide and bipartisan vote of 359 to 67, followed by a vote of 72-26 
in the Senate the next day. The bill honors the funding levels authorized by MAP 21, which 
provide a very modest increase above FY 2013 levels.  
 

FY 2014 Formula Funding Levels Maintained  
The bill provides $40.3 billion for federal highway programs, consistent with MAP 21 
authorized levels, providing the same level of Surface Transportation Program and Congestion 
Mitigation and Air Quality Program (STP/CMAQ) funding assumed in the region’s latest 
programming exercise. With respect to public transit, the bill provides $8.6 billion in formula 
funding, also matching MAP 21 authorized levels which formed the basis of the region’s transit 
funding assumptions for the first OBAG funding cycle.  
 

New Starts Funding Matches Administration’s Request  
The bill appropriates $2.1 billion for capital investment grants, slightly higher than authorized 
due to a $189 million reappropriation of funds leftover from prior years. The bill does not 
specify the individual amounts to be assigned to each New Starts and Small Starts project, but 
the final funding level exactly matches the Administration’s overall request, suggesting that 
projects will receive the amount recommended by the Obama Administration in its FY 2014 
Annual Report on Funding Recommendations for the Capital Investment Program. For the Bay 
Area, this includes:  

• San Francisco Third Street Light Rail, Phase 2 – Central Subway: $150 million 

• Silicon Valley Berryessa Extension Project:   $150 million  

The region has two Small Starts projects in the project development phase but they are not 
scheduled to receive funding this year. The projects are AC Transit’s East Bay Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) project and S.F. MTA’s Van Ness Avenue BRT. As Small Starts projects with a 
“medium-high” rating from the Federal Transit Administration they are each slated to receive the 
maximum of $75 million over the next several years.  




