
 

 

 

Legislation Committee 
January 10, 2014 

Minutes 
 

Attendance 
Ex Officio Commission Chair Rein Worth called the Legislation Committee meeting to 
order at 9:40 a.m.  Committee members in attendance were: Chair Haggerty, Vice-
Chair Liccardo, Commissioners Giacopini, Halsted, Mackenzie and Spering. Present as 
ad hoc non-voting members of the Committee were Commissioners Bates, Campos, 
Quan, Tissier and Wiener. 
 
Consent Calendar 
The Consent Calendar was unanimously approved after a motion by Commissioner 
Mackenzie and a second by Commissioner Halsted. 
 
FY 2014-15 Governor’s Budget  
 
Randy Rentschler and Rebecca Long of MTC staff presented a summary of the 
transportation components in the Brown Administration’s budget. 
 
Committee discussion:  

• Commissioner Spering asked about the makeup of the Strategic Growth Council 
(SGC). Ms. Long responded that the SGC is a cabinet-level agency composed of 
agency secretaries from the California State Transportation Agency, California 
Health and Human Services, California Environmental Protection Agency and the 
California Natural Resources Agency, as well as the Director of the Governor's 
Office of Planning and Research and one public member. 

• Commissioner Bates asked how the Governor’s budget would correspond with the 
Cap and Trade proposal. Ms. Long replied that the amount MTC forecasted was 
around $100 million coming to the region from Cap and Trade but the amount 
allocated is actually $100 million statewide.  

• Commissioner Bates noted that even though the Governor proposed this budget, it 
can be altered by the legislature. Ms. Long recommended that part of MTC’s strategy 
should be to focus on the shares going to sustainable communities rather than the 
dollar amount.  

• Commissioner Rein Worth expressed concern on how the administration of these 
dollars at the state level rather than the regional level will affect the different 
priorities set up at the regional level. Mr. Rentschler noted that this issue is one of 
MTC’s legislative priorities.  

• Commissioner Weiner asked if the Cap and Trade Funding Framework adopted by 
the Commission would be disregarded. Mr. Rentschler assured the Committee there 
are a couple of avenues that can be taken so MTC can achieve the goals the 
Commission adopted.   
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• Commissioner Weiner asked if it is possible to make changes in the Governor’s 
budget to make it more regionally based. Mr. Rentschler noted that the budget is 
subject to further discussion over the next several months. 

• Commissioner Liccardo inquired how the revenues above the $850 million budget 
may be spent. Ms. Long noted that the Governor’s proposal only appropriated $850 
million for FY 2014-2015. Commissioner Bates added that the legislature may revise 
the budget to increase or decrease the amount appropriated.   

 
State & Federal Advocacy Meetings 
The Committee received the report from Mr. Rentschler. 
 
Committee discussion: 

• Commissioner Haggerty and Commissioner Spering suggested that the Sacramento 
meeting dates do not work as Tuesdays are generally meeting days for County 
Boards of Supervisors. Mr. Rentschler informed the Committee he would propose for 
a different date.  

• Commissioner Haggerty and Commissioner Spering expressed concern that the 
different transit agencies and representatives of the Bay Area no longer speak as one 
voice as do neighboring areas such as San Joaquin and suggested that MTC host a 
briefing such as done a number of years ago for the Bay Area partner agencies in 
Washington. 

• Commissioner Mackenzie agreed with this proposal.  
• Commissioner Rein Worth added that working with the private sector proved to be 

very successful and suggested this could be an opportunity for MTC’s engagement in 
Washington. 

 
National Freight Program Advocacy Principles 
Carolyn Clevenger of MTC staff and Ms. Long presented staff’s recommendation on 
advocacy principles for the National Freight Program. 
 
Committee discussion:  

• Commissioner Haggerty expressed concern regarding competition from foreign ports 
and noted that the principles do not address this issue. He added that containers 
moving from outside the United States should pay a significant fee when they cross 
the border. Mr. Rentschler said staff would conduct additional research on the issue 
before presenting the item to the full Commission.   

• Commissioner Quan requested more standardization of fees throughout the state.  
She also asked if high-speed rail funds could be shifted to fund the intermodal 
improvements at the Port of Oakland.  

• Commissioner Spering asked that MTC try to match its advocacy principles with the 
direction Congress is going, such as Public-Private Partnerships (PPP).   

• Commissioner Rein Worth suggested looking at the Alameda Corridor as an example 
of a PPP.  

• Commissioner Rein Worth asked if there is any place in the advocacy platform to 
provide additional incentives and/or additional funds for exporting ports, like the 
Port of Oakland.  

 
The National Freight Program Advocacy Principles and changes recommended by the 
Committee were unanimously approved after a motion by Commissioner Spering and a 
second by Commissioner Mackenzie. 
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H.R. 3636 (Blumenauer): Update, Promote, and Develop America's Transportation 
Essentials (UPDATE) Act of 2013 
H.R. 3636 would increase the federal excise tax on gasoline from 18.4 cents per gallon to 
33.4 cents per gallon, with an 8-cent increase occurring in 2014, a 4-cent increase in 2015 
and a 3-cent increase in 2016, with annual cost of living adjustments thereafter until 2025. 
The measure would also increases the federal excise tax on diesel fuel by 15 cents per 
gallon, following a similar graduated schedule: an 8-cent increase in 2014, a 4-cent increase 
in 2015 and a 3-cent increase in 2016, with annual cost of living adjustments thereafter until 
2025. 
 
Support of H.R. 3636 (Blumenauer) was unanimously approved after a motion by 
Commissioner Spering and a second by Commissioner Halsted. 
 
Tom Bulger’s Report 
The Committee received the report from Mr. Rentschler. 
 
Public Comment/Adjourn 
The Committee received public comment from the following individuals: 
• Jerry Grace asked what funding would be cut from the Governor’s Budget. 
• Former Emeryville councilmember Ken Bukowski informed the Committee that he will be 

recording the Commission’s meetings, which will be available for viewing at: 
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqi3M-gWCVFyKOv6GMD4Ccw/videos 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:46 A.M. The next Committee meeting is scheduled for Friday, 
February 14, 2014 at 9:40 a.m. in the Lawrence D. Dahms Auditorium, Joseph P. Bort 
MetroCenter, Oakland, California. 
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