
 Agenda Item 4 

 

TO: Legislation Committee DATE: January 3, 2014 

FR: Deputy Executive Director, Policy W. I.  1131 

RE: State and Federal Advocacy Meetings  

Each year at this time we develop a plan to meet with members of the Bay Area’s legislative 
delegations in Sacramento and Washington, D.C.   
 
Sacramento Advocacy 
 
Based on discussions with our state lobbying team, staff recommends that MTC hold a joint lunchtime 
briefing of major transportation-related issues for the Bay Area State Assembly and Senate delegations.  
Given that attendance at that lunch will be incomplete, we plan to seek additional meetings that day to 
round out the lunchtime session. The briefing would highlight our main state advocacy goals, such as 
securing cap & trade funds to the Bay Area, and provide an update on key MTC efforts such as Plan Bay 
Area. We are currently aiming to hold the event on Tuesday, February 25, in the State Capitol building. 
 
Key State Policy Message  
 
We propose to focus on the following components of the Commission’s 2014 Advocacy Program in this 
meeting:    
 

• Seek a constitutional amendment to lower the vote threshold to 55% for transportation 
ballot measures. 

• Consistent with Commission policy, seek to dedicate future revenues generated from Cap 
and Trade legislation to transportation-related projects and programs.  

• Seek a dedicated funding source for affordable housing (e.g. Senate Bill 391, DeSaulnier). 

• Take advantage of the state budget surplus to direct ~ $900 million to transportation to 
offset the loss of vehicle weight fees.  

• Establish a temporary license plate program.  

 

Washington, D.C., Advocacy  
 
We are also planning our annual Washington, D.C., visit to meet with our 15-member Congressional 
delegation and key Obama Administration officials. The trip is tentatively set for Sunday, March 9-
Tuesday, March 11, intentionally timed to overlap with the American Public Transportation 




