
 

TO: Planning Committee DATE: October 4, 2013 

FR: Executive Director   

RE: Goods Movement Update 

 
Background 
As part of the final Plan Bay Area discussions, goods movement was identified as a key work 
item to advance as part of Plan Bay Area implementation and to develop further for the next 
Plan. This memo provides background as the starting point for implementation of that direction, 
including an overview of past, current and future regional goods movement planning efforts. 
 
Northern California Coalition 
The last major freight initiative led by MTC was in 2008-2009 when MTC led the Northern 
California Coalition working on the Trade Corridors Improvement Fund (TCIF). TCIF was a $2 
billion bond program, passed in 2006 as part of Proposition 1B, that focused on goods 
movement. MTC successfully led a coalition of the regional transportation planning agencies and 
Ports from the Bay Area, Central Valley, and Sacramento regions in advocating for investments 
in Northern California. Since the program was adopted, a number of adjustments have been made 
as some projects experienced cost savings while others were not able to be delivered within the 
requirements of the bond program, including a 1:1 funding match and project construction 
deadline of December 2013. This deadline was later extended to June 2014. A summary of the 
TCIF project list including project status is included in Attachment A.  
 
The California Transportation Commission (CTC) is evaluating two potential savings associated 
with the TCIF program, including approximately $10 million in potential cost savings within the 
Northern California program and $25 million in administrative cost savings associated with the 
bond program statewide. While there are a number of questions regarding the CTC’s ability to 
program these funds, MTC staff will continue to work with the Northern California Coalition to 
secure additional funds for eligible projects. 
 
Interregional Goods Movement 
As the TCIF program winds down, staff is working with the Northern California Coalition and 
intends to advance the partnership to recognize the strong transportation, land use, and economic 
connections between the major regions in Northern California. The work with our neighboring 
regions will focus on better understanding the flow of goods between the regions, articulating the 
role of goods movement in the Northern California economy, identification of critical 
transportation infrastructure needed to improve the movement of goods and reduce impacts on 
the transportation network and local communities, and discussion of land use trends impacting 
both the economic and transportation elements of the goods movement system. That work will  
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begin this Fall, and will be closely integrated with the other goods movement initiatives 
underway.  
 
Caltrans District 4 is currently leading a study of freight mobility in the Bay Area. MTC is an 
active participant as part of the project team. This work will feed directly into the California 
Freight Mobility Plan currently under development by Caltrans Headquarters. The District 4 
study will provide updated data, including freight flows on the region’s infrastructure and 
information regarding the economic impact of goods movement. The study will also identify 
critical bottlenecks and recommend future areas of study, which MTC will consider as we 
develop our longer term goods movement work plan.   
 
In addition, the Alameda County Transportation Commission (ACTC) recently kicked off a 
countywide goods movement plan. ACTC’s efforts include establishing a Goods Movement 
Collaborative, with ACTC, MTC, Caltrans District 4, the Port of Oakland and East Bay 
Economic Development Agency serving as the leadership team. The ACTC county plan is a two 
year planning effort to inform county priorities and identify major goods movement issues in 
Alameda County.  
  
California Freight Mobility Plan 
In response to Assembly Bill 14 requirements and MAP-21 recommendations, Caltrans is in the 
process of developing the California Freight Mobility Plan (CFMP). MTC is actively 
participating on the California Freight Advisory Committee that was established to advise 
Caltrans on this effort. Other Committee members from the Bay Area include the Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District, ACTC, the Port of Oakland (representing the seaport and airport), 
San Francisco International Airport, and Silicon Valley Leadership Group. In addition, a number 
of environmental stakeholders and advocacy groups are on the Committee. MTC, together with 
ACTC, is briefing the CMAs as the plan develops.  
 
The discussions at the Committee have primarily focused on establishing goals and objectives, 
identifying a draft state freight network, and determining what elements of the state network 
Caltrans will advocate for inclusion in the federal freight network. MAP-21 requires USDOT to 
define a Primary Freight Network, a draft of which is expected to be released shortly. Some 
concerns identified to date are 1) the need to include in the state network state highways that may 
not reach certain truck volume thresholds but play important roles in local goods movement and 
provide connectivity between counties, such as Highways 12 and 37; 2) the need to include 
access roads that serve major goods movement uses; 3) and the inclusion of US 101 in the 
federal network given its role supporting the economy and serving San Francisco International 
Airport.  
 
Caltrans anticipates releasing a Draft Plan to the Committee at the end of the year for comment, 
with a revised Draft Plan released for public comment and public workshops in Summer 2014. 
The Final Plan will be released in December 2014. Staff anticipates returning to the MTC 
Planning Committee to update you on the Draft Plan early next year. 
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California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
In addition, CARB is expected to provide an update on their Sustainable Freight Transport 
Initiative at their October meeting. MTC staff is monitoring the CARB work and will be working 
with the Bay Area Air Quality Management District as more information is provided by CARB. 
 
Federal Efforts 
MAP-21 required the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) to establish a National 
Freight Advisory Committee (NFAC) to advise USDOT. Randy Iwasaki, Executive Director of 
the Contra Costa Transportation Commission, is one of five California members serving on the 
NFAC. The Committee is just beginning their work, and staff will monitor their activity and 
support the work as appropriate. 
 
Staff is also beginning work now with a number of partners on potential advocacy principles for 
a future federal freight program, whether it be advanced as part of the next federal 
reauthorization or as a standalone program. Those principles will be incorporated into MTC's 
2014 Advocacy Program, a draft of which will be presented to the Legislation Committee in 
November. 
 
 
  
 

 
Steve Heminger 
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Attachment A 
 
 

Northern California Trade Corridors Coalition
TCIF Programming Status
Current Program - October 2013 All figures $m

Co. Project
Orig TCIF 
Prog Amt

Current 
TCIF Amt Project Status

ALA Alameda 580 EB Truck Climbing Lane $64.3 $55.0 Under construction
ALA Alameda 880 Improvements (29th-23rd) $73.0 $73.0 Advertisement
ALA Port Oakland 7th St Separation $175.0 $0.0 No longer pursued
ALA Port Oakland Martinez Subdivision $74.0 $0.0 No longer pursued
ALA Port Oakland OHIT Seg. 2 $65.8 $65.8 Under construction
ALA Port Oakland OHIT Seg. 3 $176.3 $176.3 Under construction
CC Richmond Marina Bay Grade Separation $19.0 $19.0 Under construction
CC Richmond Rail Connector $10.9 $10.9 Advertisement
SCL Santa Clara 101 Fwy Performance Initiati $15.0 $15.0 Pending allocation
SOL Solano 80 EB Cordelia Truck Scales $49.8 $39.3 Under construction
SOL Solano 80/680/12 I/C ICP1 $24.0 $24.0 Advertisement

Tehachapi Rail Imps (Revised) $54.0 $12.3 Pending allocation
Donner Summit Improvements $42.6 $0.0 No longer pursued

Port Sacramento Dredging* $10.0 $10.0 Under construction
Sacramento 50/Natoma Ramp Imps. $8.0 $8.0 Pending submission
Sacramento Rail Depot Imps. $20.0 $25.3 Completed
Yuba 70/Feather River I/C $4.4 $4.4 Pending allocation

Manteca 99/Austin I/C $4.0 $2.4 Pending submission
Port Stockton Dredging* $17.5 $7.5 Under construction
San Joaquin 4 Crosstown Fwy Extension $96.8 $96.8 Advertisement
Stockton Sperry Rd Extension $31.5 $23.6 Completed
Crows Landing Short-Haul Rail $26.0 $0.0 No longer pursued
Shafter Intermodal Facility $15.0 $0.0 No longer pursued

Bay Area Subtotal $747.1 $478.3
Non-Bay Area Subtotal $329.8 $190.2
Northern California Program Totals $1,076.9 $668.5

* Dredging projects moved to "Other" TCIF Corridor Funding Subcategory

Ba
y 

Ar
ea

 P
ro

je
ct

s
N

on
-B

ay
 A

re
a 

Pr
oj

ec
ts

Sa
cr

am
en

to
Sa

n 
Jo

aq
ui

n 
Va

lle
y

O
th

er

 


	Executive Director

