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• 7 million people and 3.5 
million jobs 

• 5 seaports; 3 airports 

• 2 Class 1 railroads 

• Major freight gateways 
• I-880/580 
• I-80 
• US 101 

• Local/regional truck 
routes 
• Hwy 12 
• SR 152 
• Hwy 37 
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Plan Bay Area Implementation 

• Goods movement identified as a key work item coming out of 
the Plan 

• Issues for future work identified in Plan Bay Area include: 
• Regional and interregional connections 
• Industrial land use trends and strategies to support economic 

development for goods movement and industrial businesses 
• Sub-regional freight bottlenecks, including key highway and rail 

corridors (I-880, 580 and 80) 
• Air quality and community impacts 
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• Ports include:  
• Port of Oakland — 5th largest container port in the U.S. 
• 4 smaller niche ports that are important to the local 

economy:  
• Richmond and Benicia: liquid bulk, petroleum and cars 
• San Francisco and Redwood City: bulk/break bulk, construction 

material 

• Airports: key gateways for high-value goods 
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Bay Area Freight Flows (2011) 
By Volume 

Total: 436 million tons 
By Value 

Total: $628 billion 

M
 E

 T
 R

 O
 P

 O
 L

 I 
T 

A 
N

  T
 R

 A
 N

 S
 P

 O
 R

 T
 A

 T
 I 

O 
N

  C
 O

 M
 M

 I 
S 

S 
I O

 N
  

Source: FAF3.4 Commodity Flows Database 
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Bay Area Freight Flows (2011) 
Millions of Tons 

Intra 
235 Inbound

123 

Outbound
78 

Billions of Dollars 

Intra 
254 

Inbound
203 

Outbound 
172 
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46 percent by tonnage and 60 percent by value of  
goods movement in the Bay Area is interregional 
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Bay Area Employment in Goods 
Movement-Dependent Industries (2011) 
 

Non-Goods 
Movement 
Dependent 

72.0% 

Transportation 
2.4% 

Utilities 
0.3% 

Construction 
4.5% 

Retail Trade 
9.3% 

Agriculture and 
Natrual Resources 

0.5% 

Manufacturing 
7.5% 

Wholesale 
Trade 
3.2% 

Warehousing 
and Storage 

0.2% 

Goods 
Movement 
Dependent 

28% 

100% = 4,310,212 

100% = 1,208,656 
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Northern California Connections 

• Interregional connections are critical to the economy 
• Gateway to trade with Asia and for Central Valley and Central Coast 

agricultural exports 
• Bay Area and Central Valley warehousing and distribution are 

interconnected 
• Port of Oakland — 5th largest container  

Port in the U.S. 
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Mega Export Gateway 
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Source: Bureau of Census, U.S. Department of Commerce 

Commodity $ Millions 

1 Fruit and Nuts 2,581 

2 Meats 2,300 

3 Machinery 801 

4 Wine and Spirits 778 

5 Rare Earth Minerals 548 

6 Medical Instruments 514 

7 Vehicles 412 

8 Cereals 378 

9 Dairy Products 373 

10 Foodstuffs 334 

Oakland is the #1 U.S. seaport 
gateway for ag exports by value 
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Northern California Trade Coalition 

• Interregional partnership 
• 23 counties 
• 10 regional transportation agencies 
• 3 ports – Oakland, Sacramento and Stockton 
• Caltrans 
• 2 railroads 

• Business community representatives 
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Northern CA Program of Projects 
• $825 million originally programmed for Northern CA projects 

• Represents almost 30% of statewide funding 

• Create an efficient goods movement system capable of 
moving more goods while reducing congestion and pollution 

• Example funded projects: 
• I-80 Cordelia Truck Scales 
• I-580 Truck Climbing Lanes 
• I-880 Safety and Operational Improvements 
• Tehachapi Rail Improvements 
• Port of Oakland Outer Harbor Intermodal Terminals 
• Grade Crossing and Rail Connection in Richmond 
• Freeway Performance Initiative 
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California Freight Mobility Plan 
• Fulfills requirements of AB 14 and MAP-21 recommendations 

• Advisory Committee composed of agencies, industry, and 
advocates 

• Key areas for comment include: 
• Goals, objectives and performance measures 
• Freight networks – key facilities, corridors and bottlenecks 
• Project inventory 

• Draft Plan to the Advisory Committee in December/January 
• MTC will work with CMAs and partner agencies to coordinate 

comments 

• Revised Draft Plan released to the public late Spring for 
comments and public hearings 

• Final Plan released December 2014   
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Areas for Future Study 

• Highway congestion along 
major freight corridors 

• Rail connections and 
passenger/freight needs 

• Air quality and community 
impacts 

• Land use trends resulting in 
loss of industrial land in the 
core of the region 

• Climate change and  
sea level rise 
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