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Memorandum
TO: Legislation Committee DATE: September 6, 2013
FR: Executive Director W. L.

RE: Review of 2013 Legislative Session

The date of your next Legislation Committee meeting on September 13" coincides with the last
day of the 2013 legislative session in Sacramento. As you know, many of the most challenging
and politically contentious issues are often resolved in the 11" hour, so there will likely be a
number of issues unresolved at that time. Nevertheless, staff will provide an update as to the
current status of bills on which MTC took a position as well as any late-breaking activity
affecting MTC’s legislative priorities.

Several key developments worth noting since you met in July include:

Active Transportation Program

During the months of July and August, State Transportation Agency Secretary Brian Kelly and
his staff held several meetings with a working group (including an MTC staff representative) to
reach a compromise on the Administration’s proposed Active Transportation Program that was
initially rejected by the Legislature. The final bill consolidates various bicycle and pedestrian-
related funds into one program, but also provides the popular Safe Routes to Schools Program
with its historic amount of funding for the first two years, at which point safe routes to school
projects would be eligible to compete alongside other projects in a statewide competitive
program. It is important to note that the bill left many details of the program up to the California
Transportation Commission, including a requirement that 25 percent of the overall ATP funds
benefit disadvantaged communities, left undefined in the bill. The two bills relevant to this
program are SB 99 (statutory language) and AB 101 (changes to the FY 2013-14 State Budget to
appropriate ATP funds). Both passed out of the Assembly Appropriations committee last week.

Delay of Federal Transit Administration Funding Due to PEPRA

At the time this memo was finalized, discussion was heating up about enactment of AB 160
(Alejo), which exempts transit agencies from the state’s pension reform bill enacted last year,
(commonly known as PEPRA), in order to end the freeze on FTA funds as a result of union
complaints to the U.S. Department of Labor. The region has almost $600 million in federal
transit grants that could be affected in a worst case scenario. Staff will provide an update on any
developments related to this issue at your meeting.

Steve Heminger
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