
 Agenda Item 3b 

 

TO: Legislation Committee DATE:  June 7, 2013 

FR: Executive Director W. I.  1131 

RE: SB 792 (DeSaulnier): Joint Policy Committee (JPC) 

Background 
SB 792 (DeSaulnier), which is now a two-year bill, would establish several new requirements for 
the JPC and amend certain provisions of SB 375 (Steinberg, 2008) related to the adoption of the 
Sustainable Communities strategy (SCS). Specifically, the bill:  
 

• Requires the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) to join the 
Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) and MTC in preparing and adopting the 
next SCS by taking the lead on planning issues related to criteria pollutants and toxic air 
contaminants, which would be added as new elements of the SCS.  

• Likewise, requires the Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC) to join 
its three regional agency partners in preparing and adopting the second SCS by taking the 
lead on planning issues related to sea level rise, which would be added as a new element 
of the SCS.  

• Requires MTC take the lead on “priority infrastructure needs” and “economic 
development opportunities and social equity goals,” which would be added as new 
elements of the SCS.  

 
In addition to the SCS provisions, the bill also:  
 

• Requires the JPC member agencies to adopt a plan to coordinate the functions common to 
the JPC member agencies “as deemed appropriate and feasible, that will further the goals 
of the member agencies and reduce redundancy.” 

• Requires that the JPC develop and adopt public and community outreach and inclusive 
public participation policies for the development of the aforementioned plan and for JPC 
meetings and any meetings of the member agencies, standing committees or ad hoc or 
temporary committees.  

• Requires that the JPC appoint an advisory committee on economic competitiveness and 
adopt goals and policies, in consultation with the advisory committee, related to the 
inclusion of economic development opportunities for all in the SCS.  

• Requires that the JPC report “biannually” to the Legislature and the public at large on 
progress in implementing the policies and programs of the SCS and in preparing the 
subsequent SCS.  

• Requires that BCDC relocate to 390 Main Street in San Francisco. 
 




