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2013 Plan Bay Area Survey 

 Telephone survey of Bay Area respondents 

   Sample size: 2,516 

   Margin of error: +/- 1.96% 

   Fieldwork conducted:  March 13, 2013 – May 11, 2013 

   Survey conducted in English, Spanish, and Chinese 

   Respondents from all 9 Bay Area counties 
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Importance of Plan Bay Area 

A long-term strategy for the entire Bay Area is currently 
being developed. . . . This plan is focused on: improving the 
local economy, reducing driving and greenhouse gases, 
and providing access to housing and transportation for 
everyone who needs it. 

 
 In general, how important do you think it is  

to establish this type of a regional plan? 
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Importance of Plan Bay Area 

When asked for an initial assessment, 84% of respondents 
believe a regional plan like Plan Bay Area is important. 
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Very Important Not at all Important 
5 4 3/DK 2 
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Plan Bay Area – By County 
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Level of 
importance 
by individual 
county remains 
high as well, 
ranging from 
89% (in San 
Francisco) to 
77% (in Napa).  
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Most Important Components 
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Don’t Know (2%) 

Providing access to housing  
and transportation 
for everyone (40%) 

Reducing driving 
and greenhouse gas 
emissions (18%) 

Improving the 
local economy  
(40%) 
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Housing and 
Commercial Development 
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Local vs. Regional Development 

Regional plan, 
44%

Regional and 
local should be 

equal* , 1%

Don't 
know/refused*, 

2%

Local cities and 
counties should 

plan, 53%

8 * These options were not read to respondents 8 
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LEGEND 
 
 

            Urban 
 

 
            Suburban 
 
 
 

                           Outer Bay Area 
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Local vs. Regional Development 

Local Regional Mix 

Urban 53% 44% 1% 

Suburban 52% 45% 2% 

Outer Areas 63% 35% 1% 
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Local Regional Mix 

Napa 75% 22% 1% 

Sonoma 63% 35% 2% 

Marin 58% 38% 2% 

Solano 58% 41% 1% 

Contra Costa 53% 46% - 
San Mateo 52% 44% 2% 

Santa Clara 52% 46% 1% 

Alameda 51% 43% 2% 

San Francisco 49% 48% 1% 

Which statement do you agree with more?  
a) There should be a regional plan guiding 

housing and commercial development in 
the Bay Area.  

b) Local cities and counties on their own 
should plan housing and commercial 
development in their area. 
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By Area Type (Based on ZIP Code) By County 



Local vs. Regional Development 

Residents are split on who should guide housing and 
commercial development in the Bay Area.  

 
Some key reasons respondents oppose planning 
housing / development regionally: 
 
 Local government knows the needs of its own citizens better. 

 Unrealistic / Too difficult to get counties to agree. 
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Transportation Strategies 
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Reducing Driving & Greenhouse 
Gases 

Despite ranking lowest of the three key components of 
Plan Bay Area, reducing driving as a way to decrease 
greenhouse gas emissions (as a stand-alone issue) is 
actually supported by two-thirds (67%) of respondents 
overall.  
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Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategies 
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Build more housing near 

public transit for residents 
who want to drive less 

 
 
 

Limit urban sprawl by 
requiring most building 

within city limits 
 
 
 

Charge drivers a new fee 
based on number of miles 

driven 
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Support  Strongly Oppose Strongly 
5 4 3/DK 2 1 



Express Lanes 

Support 
(strongly/somewhat) 

55% 

Oppose 
(strongly/somewhat) 

38% 

Don't know 
6% 

15 15 

Do you support or oppose the idea of establishing additional express lanes on 
Bay Area freeways?  



Transportation Funding Priorities 
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Extend commuter rail lines 

  
 

Maintain highways and local 
roads 

 

 
Provide more frequent  

public transit service 
 

Incentives to cities for multi-
unit housing near public 

transit 
 

Expand bicycle and 
pedestrian routes 

 
Increase freeway lanes for 

carpool/bus 
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High Priority Not a Priority 
5 4 3/DK 2 1 
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Trade-Offs and  
Attitudinal Statements 
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Local/regional government agencies  
should attract jobs/promote  

the economy 
 

I would take public transit more often 
If it took less time than driving. 

 
There should be a focus on walking/ 

biking, rather than relying on a car. 
 

Changes will be needed to maintain 
the quality of life for future 

generations. 
 

In general, warnings about greenhouse 
gases causing climate change are valid. 

 
I support building a High Speed Rail 

system connecting the Bay Area 
with LA 

 

Trade-Offs and Attitudinal 
Statements 
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Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree 
5 4 3/DK 2 1 
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I would live in a smaller house 
to be closer to work, 

shopping, restaurants 
 
 

I would live in a more densely 
populated area if there were 

better amenities 
 

I will take public transit more 
often if gas prices reach 

$5 a gallon 
 
 

High density housing near 
transit could destroy my 

town's character 

Trade-Offs and Attitudinal Statements 
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Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree 
5 4 3/DK 2 1 



Current Perception of Bay Area 
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Preservation of 
open space/parks 

  
 

Air quality 
 
 

Economic growth/prosperity 
 
 

Quality of public transit 
 
 

Upkeep/repair 
of roads/ freeways 

 
Availability of 

affordable housing 
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Excellent Poor 
5 4 3/DK 2 1 
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Questions? 
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