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TO: Legislation Committee DATE:  April 5, 2013 

FR: Executive Director W. I.  1131 

RE: SB 792 (DeSaulnier): Joint Policy Committee: Regional Organizational Plan 

Background 
This bill would impose several new requirements on the interagency Joint Policy Committee 
(JPC), including the following: 

• Adopting a “regional organization plan” by June 2015 to identify efficiencies that could 
be gained by consolidating functions common to the JPC member agencies. 

• Adopting public and community outreach policies by October 2014 to govern the 
meetings of the JPC and its member agencies. 

• Completing a review of the policies, plans and regulations of the four regional agencies 
to determine their consistency with the requirements of SB 375 (Steinberg). 

• Complying with other miscellaneous requirements related to public involvement and 
open meeting laws. 

 
Recommendation:  
We recommend that the Commission take no position on SB 792 as introduced, but attempt to 
engage Senator DeSaulnier in a discussion of an alternative approach to improve interagency 
coordination as described below. 
 
Discussion 
There are a number of reasons why it might be worthwhile to consider an alternative approach to 
the provisions of SB 792 as introduced.  First of all, the bill focuses on a mechanism – the JPC – 
and its role to review the plans and policies of the regional agencies. In the almost 10 years in 
this role, the JPC has not proven especially effective and in recent years has often had difficulty 
achieving a quorum for its bimonthly meetings. It is unlikely that the provisions in SB 792 that 
restate existing law for the JPC to review the plans and policies of the existing regional agencies 
will make the JPC more effective. 
 
Second, several of the bill’s provisions compel the JPC or regional agencies to do things they are 
already doing. SB 792 requires the JPC to have a website; it already has one. SB 792 requires the 
JPC to comply with the Brown Act; it already does. SB 792 requires the regional agencies to 
identify efficiencies from a potential consolidation of common functions; that work is already 
underway with the pending move to a single regional headquarters facility in 2014.  Finally, this 
legislation is largely procedural in nature, rather than concentrating on better regional planning 
outcomes for the residents of the Bay Area. 
 




