
 

 

 

Policy Advisory Council 
February 13, 2013 

Draft Minutes 
 

Chair Dolly Sandoval called the meeting to order at 1:36 p.m. Members in attendance 
were Naomi Armenta, Cathleen Baker, Jim Blacksten, Richard Burnett, Carlos 
Castellanos, Bena Chang, Wilbert Din, Sandi Galvez, Linda Jeffery Sailors, Randi 
Kinman, Marshall Loring and Alan Talansky. Excused: Elizabeth Clary, Richard 
Hedges, Tanya Narath, Tina King Neuhausel, Kendal Oku, Gerald Rico and Egon 
Terplan. Absent: Joanne Busenbark, Dolores Jaquez, Federico Lopez, Yokia Mason, 
Lori Reese-Brown, and Frank Robertson. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 
Due to lack of a quorum, the January meeting minutes were not approved and will be 
placed on the March meeting agenda for approval. 
 
Public Comment 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
Regional Express Lane Network: Recommendation to Amend the Bay Area 
Infrastructure Financing Authority (BAIFA) Board and Assign Responsibilities to 
BAIFA 
 
MTC Executive Director Steve Heminger presented recommendations to amend the 
existing BAIFA board membership and enter into an agreement under which MTC 
would assign responsibility to develop and implement the Regional Express Lane 
Network. 
 
The Council asked clarifying questions and made the following comments: 
 

• A few council members expressed concern that even though Santa Clara 
County will have an express lane system, they will not have a representative on 
BAIFA to help ensure consistency for the region’s express lane network. 

• Council members also expressed concern about the ability to create a seamless 
express lane system for the user if there are two separate authorities, each with 
their own set of rules. 

• Consideration should be given to issues of enforcement, possibly considering a 
barrier system, and perhaps reviewing best practices for existing express lanes. 

 
– more – 
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Regional Express Lane Network (continued) 
 

• As part of BAIFA’s responsibilities, it is important to include the exploration of 
innovative alternatives for using future toll lane revenues for low-income populations 
who might not be able to afford to use the lanes. 

• There should be a written policy that specifies how express lane tolls will be spent. 
• The goals of the express lanes should tie in with regional long-range goals. 

 
Since there was not a quorum to vote on any motion on this topic, and because a related Express 
Lane item is already on the agenda for the next meeting, Chair Sandoval suggested further 
discussion of this item be agendized for the March meeting. 
 
Draft Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan Update 
 
MTC planner Jennifer Yeamans presented an update of the Coordinated Public Transit-Human 
Services Transportation Plan for the Council’s input and comment. She mentioned the Equity 
and Access Subcommittee has reviewed the draft plan over the past month and has a report and 
recommendation for the Council. 
 
The Council asked clarifying questions and then made the following comment: 
 

• MTC should use funds in this and other programs to effectively serve needs of low-
income, minority and disabled communities, including promoting walkable communities, 
complete streets, and integrating transportation and land use. 

 
Following review of the proposed update to the Draft Coordinated Plan over its past two meetings, the 
Policy Advisory Council Equity and Access Subcommittee suggested the Council make the following 
recommendations to the Commission: 
 

• MTC should support the region’s prioritization of mobility management by providing assistance 
and information to counties and local entities to help them coordinate and promote mobility 
management. 

• When funding becomes available, a portion should be set aside for mobility management. 
• Community-based transportation providers need reliable resources for operations, not just 

coordination; funding programs should allow funds to be utilized by small providers for 
operations. 

• MTC should formally receive periodic updates from local entities on their mobility management 
effort. 

 
Due to lack of quorum, the Council could not vote on any motion on this topic; therefore, the Council 
asked staff to include the Equity and Access Subcommittee comments in the report to the Commission. 
 
Subcommittee Reports 
 
Ms. Armenta reported that the Equity and Access Subcommittee received a report from staff on 
the Coordinated Plan, as mentioned previously. Ms. Armenta stated that the subcommittee also 
reviewed an update to the TIP Investment Analysis Methodology. While the subcommittee 
supports the proposed methodology, they would like to note that the data being used for the 
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analysis is not current data. The preliminary results of the analysis are expected to come before 
the Council at its April meeting. 
 
Ms. Armenta also reported that MTC Commissioner Giacopini attended the subcommittee 
meeting earlier in the day and expressed concern about accessibility for individuals attending the 
Bay Bridge opening next fall. The subcommittee has asked the item to be placed on its agenda in 
the near future. 
 
The Equity Working Group did not meet this month. 
 
Staff Liaison Report 
 
Staff liaison Pam Grove presented her report to the Council, highlighting the next Council 
meeting will be on March 13, 2013, as originally scheduled. 
 
Council Member Reports 
 
Ms. Jeffery Sailors commented that there should be policy on how the bridge tolls are used, and 
suggested the Council ask the Commission to develop such a policy.  
 
Mr. Talansky reported that the Draper University in downtown San Mateo has been approved 
(under a special use permit). The Benjamin Franklin Hotel will be used as a dorm, and the 
university will be used as a worldwide center for training and entrepreneurship. 
 
Ms. Armenta announced that the Alameda County Transportation Commission Special 
Transportation Program for seniors and people with disabilities released a call for projects for 
Gap Grant Cycle 5 on February 1, 2013. The grant has a two-year cycle with approximately $2 
million in competitive funding available. For the first time it is being cast with mobility 
management as a priority, as well as non-profit agencies or community-based transportation 
providers that do not have a regular stream of funding. 
 
Mr. Blacksten informed the Council of a project called Newsline operated by the National 
Federation of the Blind that electronically reads newspapers all over the United States. The 
service features a toll-free centralized call-in center that enables those who cannot read 
conventional print to have access to over 300 publications nationwide. A brief article about Jim 
Blacksten and his work with MTC was published in their newsletter and went out to a number of 
people nationwide.  
 
New Business 
 
There was no new business. 
 
Adjournment/Next Meeting 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m. The next Policy Advisory Council meeting is scheduled 
for March 13, 2013 in the Auditorium, Joseph P. Bort MetroCenter, Oakland, California. 
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