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Fiscal Cliff Avoided For Now 
  
Lame duck sessions of Congress usually disrupt the holiday season. The now concluded lame 
duck session of the 112th Congress should receive an Oscar Award for ruining the past holiday 
season.   
 
For those of us who follow Congress, this past month’s soap drama will be hard to top; although, 
maybe this behavior has become the new Congressional normal. A last minute decision, and I 
mean almost literally stopping the clocks, was completed New Year’s night at 10:45 PM on a 
257 to 167 House vote. The House vote came less than 24 hours after the Senate overwhelming 
approved the legislation.  

• The legislation will shield middle-class taxpayers from tax increases that were set to take 
effect. $450,000 and individuals above $400,000 will permanently rise to Clinton–era 
levels. All income below these thresholds will permanently be taxed at Bush-era rates.  

• Capital gains and dividends will be permanently set at 20 percent for income above the 
$450,000 and $400,000 limits.  

• The estate tax will be set at 40 percent for those at the $450,000 and $400,000 threshold 
with a $5 million exemption.  

• The alternative minimum tax is permanently patched.  
• Limits on exemptions and deductions for higher-income taxpayers are re-imposed. The 

personal exemption is reset at $250,000 and the itemized deduction limitation at 
$300,000.  

• Temporary business tax breaks will be extended for one year.  
• Cuts to doctors under Medicare will be avoided for a year.  
• A nine-month Farm bill is attached to the deal  
• An assortment of tax credits. e.g. child tax credit, will be extended for five years.  
• Congress will not get a pay increase.  

   
Transit and Vanpool Commuter Benefit Increased to Parity With Parking 

  
After months of lobbying the Transit and Vanpool Commuter Benefit was increased to the 
current $240/month for parking. Previously the Transit and Vanpool benefit was set at 
$125/month. The legislation only extends the benefit through 2013. Senator Schumer (D-NY) 
championed the provision in the Fiscal Cliff legislation.  
  

Two new Bay Area Congressman Receive Committee Assignments 
  
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi announced on December 20, 2012 that the Democratic Caucus 
approved a series of new and returning Members of Congress to House Committee seats in the 
113th Congress. These are as follows:  
 

• House Natural Resources Committee — Congressman-elect Jared Huffman  
• House Science, Space, and Technology Committee — Congressman-elect Eric Swalwell   
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Rep. John Garamendi (D-Ca) To Return To The House T&I Committee 
  
In the 112th Congress Rep. John Garamendi (D-Ca) had to leave the House T&I Committee 
because the Committee contracted and the Republican House majority increased. Now beginning 
in the 113th Congress, Rep. Garamendi can return to the House T&I Committee.  
  

Polly Trottenberg Confirmed As The Under Secretary At USDOT 
  
On January 1, 2013, longtime friend and neighbor Polly Trottenberg was confirmed in the Senate 
as the Under Secretary at the USDOT.  
 

Coming And Going 
  
 The EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson announced that she is stepping down and the Senate 
confirmed Michael Huerta as the FAA Administrator. 
 

December Meetings 
  

• On December 5, 2012 at ITS America with Ann Flemer we met with Beth Osbourne 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy at USDOT.   

• Meeting with Harold Hancock, Majority Staff House Ways and Means Committee on 
December 7, 2012. 

• Participated in APTA’s Legislative Committee Meeting in Washington, DC on December 
7, 2012.  
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