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Memorandum
TO: Planning Committee DATE: 10/12/12

FR: Executive Director W. I.

RE: Bay Trail Information Overview and Announcement of Recent Accomplishments

The mission of the Bay Trail project is to advance completion of a continuous 500-mile trail
through all nine Bay Area counties, 47 shoreline cities, and across seven toll bridges. Today, 330
miles of trail exist and are in use by the public for recreation, active transportation and nature
exploration (Attachment A).

The objectives of the Bay Trail Project are to coordinate completion of the multi-jurisdictional
trail system; close trail gaps through grant awards to local agencies for trail planning and
construction; and educate the public about this valuable resource along the edge of the bay.

MTC has provided baseline funding for the Bay Trail Project since the launch of the Bay Trail
Plan in 1989, totaling over $4.3 million to date. Funding comes from the Toll Bridge 5% and 2%
Reserves and supports program management (MTC Resolution No. 4015). MTC’s financial
assistance has enabled dedicated full-time Bay Trail staff at ABAG to gather regional support
and coordinate the construction of hundreds of trail miles.

At the October l2 meeting, Ms. Laura Thompson, ABAG staff, will provide a brief overview of
recent projects along the trail (see attached presentation slides), update you on the
accomplishments of ABAG’ s grant program, and highlight recently-released and upcoming
publications produced by the Bay Trail Project.

Copies of the new San Francisco Bay Shoreline Guide will be available at your meeting.
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  The San Francisco Bay Trail 
9 Counties, 47 Cities, 500 Miles 



•  Advance completion of 
500-mile trail 
 
•  Provide funding to local 
agencies for planning and 
construction of trail 
 
•  Educate the public about 
the trail along the bay 
shoreline 

When complete, the Bay Trail will 
form a continuous path around 

San Francisco Bay, passing 
through 47 cities, 9 counties and 
crossing 7 toll bridges.  Today, 

330 miles are complete. 

Bay Trail Objectives 



Trail Openings in 2012 

Hayward Shoreline 

Glen Cove Waterfront Park 
Vallejo 

Presidio of San Francisco 

Napa River Trail 
American Canyon 

Palo Alto EcoCenter 
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Bay Trail Project Funding 

MTC provides baseline funding for the Bay Trail 
Project from Toll Bridge Revenues totaling over 

$4.3 million to date 



Bay Trail Grant Program 

Hayward Shoreline 

The Bay Trail Grant Program started in 
1997 awarding funds to local agencies for 

trail completion 

In the past 15 years, 137 planning, 
construction and outreach grants were 

awarded totaling over $17 million  
(matched at ratio of almost 4:1) 

The program has resulted in 
construction of 57 new trail 
miles and over 130 miles of 

detailed analysis 

The Coastal Conservancy will 
allocate an additional  

$1 million from Proposition 84 
to ABAG this fiscal year 

Before After 

Presidio of San Francisco 

South San Francisco 

East Palo Alto 



Public Education 

Shoreline Guide  
published August 2012 



Public Education 

New maps and brochure 
available November 2012 



Laura Thompson 
Bay Trail Project Manager 
ABAG 
510-464-7935 
laurat@abag.ca.gov 
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