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August 15, 2012 
 
Mr. Wil Ridder, AICP 
Chair, Regional Transportation Planning Agency 
Senior Regional Planner, 
San Joaquin Council of Governments 
555 East Webber Avenue 
Stockton, CA  95202 
 
 
Dear Mr. Ridder: 
 
Caltrans is proposing a new maintenance article for inclusion with all future cooperative 
agreements between the Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the Regional 
Transportation Planning Agency (RTPA) members.  
 
Currently, the logic behind standard cooperative agreements assumes that any partner with which 
Caltrans is entering into the cooperative agreement actually performs long-term maintenance.  
Transportation agencies typically do not perform maintenance.  Therefore, the standard 
“maintenance agreement articles” included in cooperative agreements between Caltrans and a 
transportation agency is inadequate and new language is being proposed.      
 
 
INTENT 
 
The intent of the proposed article is to more appropriately align the roles, responsibilities and 
expectations for the development of maintenance agreements when Caltrans enters into a 
cooperative agreement with a transportation agency.   
 
Transportation agencies typically do not perform maintenance and therefore should not be 
expected to enter into maintenance agreements with Caltrans.  If the scope of work associated 
with the project (that is being advanced through a cooperative agreement between Caltrans and a 
transpiration agency) requires future sharing of maintenance, Caltrans will work directly with the 
appropriate city or county to complete the maintenance agreement.  However Caltrans may 
require assistance from the transportation agency.  The transportation agency is in a unique 
position to encourage a city or county to work with Caltrans to complete a maintenance 
agreement (when one is necessary). 
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PROPOSED ARTICLE 
 
“Caltrans and the local agency having land use jurisdiction adjacent to the project limits 
will develop and execute a new or amended maintenance agreement prior to completion of 
work. [RTPA member] will encourage the local agency to work with Caltrans in good 
faith.” 
 

 
Should any RTPA member desire to comment, they are encouraged to respond to Chuong 
Truong via email at Chuong_T_Truong@dot.ca.gov, or by mail to the attention of Mr. Truong at 
the address posted in the letter head. 
 
I am hopeful that the mutual interests of Caltrans and the RTPA can be served through strong 
partnering and open channels of communication.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
GARY GUTIERREZ 
California Department of Transportation 
Division of Design 
Chief, Office of Cooperative Agreements 
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