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TO: Select Committee on Transit Sustainability DATE: April 11, 2012 

FR: Deputy Executive Director, Policy W.I. 1517 

RE: Regional Gas Tax Poll 
 
Pursuant to California Revenue and Taxation Code (R&T Code) Section 8500, MTC may 
impose a gas tax not to exceed 10 cents per gallon, subject to voter approval.  Prior to imposing a 
tax, MTC must adopt an expenditure plan and submit the proposed regional gas tax measure to 
the voters for approval. Under existing law, a two-thirds overall voter majority in the counties 
that place the measure on the ballot is needed to pass such a measure and authorize MTC to 
impose the tax in the region. Revenues from a regional gas tax could potentially be directed 
toward shoring up the finances of Bay Area transit operators (in conjunction with possible 
recommendations of MTC’s Transit Sustainability Project), as well as other uses.  
  
In late 2011, MTC engaged the public opinion research firm EMC Research (Oakland) to 
conduct a telephone poll of 3,600 likely Bay Area voters (400 in each of the region’s nine 
counties) to gauge support for a possible regional gas tax on the November 2012 ballot.  The poll 
was conducted from January 30, 2012 to February 26, 2012, in English, Spanish, Chinese and 
Vietnamese. The results of the poll will be presented at your April 11 meeting, and 
representatives of EMC Research will be on hand to respond to any questions you may have.  
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