
  

RTIP ID# (required) Not an RTIP project  
 
TIP ID# (required) SF-11019 
 
Air Quality Conformity Task Force Consideration Date  
April 2012 
 
Project Description (clearly describe project)  
 

1. New traffic signal at the intersection of Powell and Washington Streets 
2. A 6-foot wide sidewalk extension (bulb-out) will be built along with the installation of a new 

crosswalk on Clay Street at Joice Street.  
3. A 6-foot wide sidewalk extension (bulb-out) will be built along with the installation of a new 

crosswalk on Washington Street between Stone and Trenton Streets. 
 

Type of Project:    
 

This project will improve pedestrian safety at the noted intersections. 

County 
 
SF 

Narrative Location/Route & Postmiles   

 
Caltrans Projects – EA#   

Lead Agency: SF Municipal Transportation Agency 

Project Manager  
Philip Louie 

Phone# 
(415) 701-4464 

Fax# 
(415) 701-4343 

Email 
philip.louie@sfmta.com 

Federal Action for which Project-Level PM Conformity is Needed (check appropriate box) 

      
Categorical 
Exclusion 
(NEPA) 

   
   

EA or 
Draft EIS 

   
   

FONSI or 
Final EIS 

X 
PS&E or 
Construction 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Other 

Scheduled Date of Federal Action:        

NEPA Delegation – Project Type (check appropriate box) 

      Exempt  X 
Section 6004 –
Categorical 
Exemption  

      
Section 6005 – Non-
Categorical Exemption  

Current Programming Dates (as appropriate)   

 

PE/Environmental ENG ROW CON 

Start   N/A Jan 2012 

End Aug 2008 March 2012 N/A Jan 2013 

Project Purpose and Need (Summary): (please be brief) 

 
This project will improve pedestrian safety at the noted intersections by: 

1. Improving the pedestrian’s visibility and shortening the crossing distance at Washington Street 
near Trenton Street and at Clay Street and Joice Street.  

2. Improving the traffic controls at Powell and Washington Street to better define who has the 
right-of-way. 



  

Surrounding Land Use/Traffic Generators (especially effect on diesel traffic) 

High density housing and commercial district. We do not see any increase in diesel truck traffic due to 
this project. This infrastructure project will not change the land use. From the materials provided by 
MTC (above), there are “No project changes to land use that would affect diesel traffic percentage.” 
 
 Brief summary of assumptions and methodology used for conducting analysis   
 

Traffic counts were conducted in 2012. Surrounding land use has not changed around the area in the 
last 12 years. The SFMTA uses Synchro to model the intersection as a STOP controlled (existing) and 
signal controlled (proposed) intersection. Truck traffic counts were not done due to lack of resources. 
However, Washington, Clay and Powell Streets are quite narrow, have frequent cable car traffic, and 
are tight for trucks to maneuver. In other words, truckers tend to avoid the area anyway. An 
approximate truck traffic AADT was estimated through observations by various staff familiar with the 
intersection. 
 

Opening Year:  If facility is a highway or street, Build and No Build LOS, AADT, % and #  trucks, 
truck AADT of proposed facility  
 

Washington/Trenton Streets and Clay/Joice Streets. LOS of A for Build and No Build option. 
Washington Street AADT is about 7320 and Clay Street AADT is about 7300. Approximately 1-2% of the 
traffic traveling on each of these streets is truck traffic. The truck AADT on Washington and Clay 
Streets is less than 100.   
 

RTP Horizon Year / Design Year:  If facility is a highway or street, Build and No Build LOS, AADT, 
% and # trucks, truck AADT of proposed facility 
 

We do not anticipate any major changes in AADT, LOS or truck traffic from the opening year data. No 
travel lanes will be removed in this project. 



  

Opening Year:  If facility is an interchange(s) or intersection(s), Build and No Build cross-street 
AADT, % and # trucks, truck AADT 
 

Washington Street AADT is about 7320 and Powell Street is AADT is about 6000. We don’t anticipate 
this to change much after the traffic signal is constructed. Approximately 1-2% of the traffic that 
travels through the Powell/Washington Streets intersection is truck traffic. The truck AADT through the 
intersection is less than 100. 
 
RTP Horizon Year / Design Year: If facility is an interchange (s) or intersection(s), Build and No 
Build cross-street AADT, % and # trucks, truck AADT 

 
We do not anticipate any major changes in AADT, LOS or truck traffic from the opening year data. No 
travel lanes will be removed in this project. 

Opening Year:  If facility is a bus, rail or intermodal facility/terminal/transfer point, # of bus 
arrivals for Build and No Build, % and # of bus arrivals will be diesel buses 
      
 

RTP Horizon Year / Design Year: If facility is a bus, rail or intermodal facility/terminal/transfer 
point, # of bus arrivals for Build and No Build, % and # of bus arrivals will be diesel buses 
      

 

Describe potential traffic redistribution effects of congestion relief (impact on other facilities) 
 

We do not anticipate any traffic redistribution after the traffic signal and sidewalk extensions are 
completed. Other parallel routes do not offer any major time savings for drivers or truckers traveling 
through the area. We would continue to expect through trucks to stay away from this intersection 
because of cable car and pedestrian conflicts. 

Comments/Explanation/Details (please be brief) 

      

 

 

 
  


