
 

 

 

Policy Advisory Council 
December 14, 2011 

Draft Minutes 
 

Chair Dolly Sandoval called the meeting to order at 1:36 p.m. Members in attendance 
were Naomi Armenta, Cathleen Baker, Richard Burnett, Carlos Castellanos, Bena Chang, 
Wilbert Din, Sandi Galvez, Dolores Jaquez, Linda Jeffery Sailors, Randi Kinman, 
Marshall Loring, Tanya Narath, Tina King Neuhausel, Cheryl O’Connor, Lori Reese-
Brown, Gerald Rico, Frank Robertson and Egon Terplan. Excused: JoAnn Busenbark and
Richard Hedges. Absent: Federico Lopez, Yokia Mason, Evelina Molina and Kendal Oku.
 
Approval of November Meeting Minutes 
 
The minutes of the November 9, 2011 meeting were approved after a motion by Mr. 
Castellanos and a second by Mr. Din. Ms. Narath and Ms. Galvez abstained from the 
vote as they were not in attendance at the November meeting. 
 
Public Comment 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
Subcommittee Reports 
 
Regional Equity Working Group 
Subcommittee Chair Naomi Armenta reported that the Regional Equity Working Group 
met on December 7th, a week earlier than the Equity & Access Subcommittee, and 
reviewed the equity analysis results for the scenarios. Next steps include providing 
comment on the scenarios, making recommendations on policies, and working on the 
analysis for the preferred scenario. 
 
Equity and Access Subcommittee 
Ms. Armenta reported that she and Randi Kinman were re-elected as Chair and Vice-
chair of the Equity and Access Subcommittee for 2012. The subcommittee discussed 
their work plan for the coming year, which is very similar to last year, with a few 
additions. MTC staff reported the results of several paratransit rider focus groups 
conducted at the suggestion of the subcommittee as part of the Transit Sustainability 
Project (TSP) paratransit analysis. Commissioner Giacopini attended the subcommittee 
meeting to call their attention to an item added to MTC’s 2012 Draft Legislative 
Program related to parking policy reforms that would require those with disabled 
placards to pay at meters in San Francisco. The subcommittee was not supportive and 
expressed concern that the item was added after the Council reviewed the program at 
their November meeting. 
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Following a motion by Ms. Kinman, second by Ms. Baker, and discussion, the Council 
unanimously voted that a statement of concern be sent in a memo to the Commission at its 
meeting on December 21st. The language, as finalized outside of the meeting by the chair and 
vice chair, reads: 
 

The Policy Advisory Council wishes to express to the Commission its concern over the 
addition of the last item to the State section of MTC’s Draft 2012 Legislative Program 
after the document was reviewed by the Council. It is the Council’s understanding that 
Item 7, Parking Policy Reforms, includes a proposal to institute meter payment by those 
who drive a car with a handicapped placard. The Council is concerned about the 
adoption of the revisions to the Legislative Program without the Council’s input on the 
equity and access issues related to the additions. 

 
Vice-chair Terplan gave an update on the Transit Sustainability Project and the number of 
meetings that have been held on the project in the last month. Discussion has centered around 
concerns regarding local transit operators adhering to standards that are set by MTC in the areas 
of reducing cost and improving service. A meeting with the Project Steering Committee 
originally set for Friday, December 19th, has been postponed until January. MTC Deputy 
Executive Director Ann Flemer commented that the meeting was indeed postponed to ensure the 
attendance of Steering Committee members. An update on the Transit Sustainability Project is 
currently scheduled for the Council’s February meeting, followed by a discussion by the 
Commission’s Select Committee. 
 
Plan Bay Area: Draft Scenario Assessment Results 
 
Kenneth Kirkey of ABAG staff and David Vautin of MTC staff presented the draft results of the 
scenario assessment for Plan Bay Area. The Council expressed the following comments and 
concerns. 
 

 Staff has done great work on the presentation of the scenario performance results. 
 Concern was expressed by several members regarding the housing and transportation 

affordability numbers, especially relative to low-income and very low-income families. 
 Some of the target performance numbers are not clear as to the result (i.e., what does 

“best” and “worst” result mean). 
 It’s hard to make sense of the results because even though the inputs are different, the 

outputs are so similar. 
 The list of policy initiatives should be expanded (suggest including aggressive road 

pricing and a gas tax, as well as others that could assist in reaching targets). 
 Concern was expressed as to whether the transit agencies will be willing to implement 

cost saving policies. 
 More information should be reported back to the Council once the Commission further 

discusses the ramifications of housing subsidies. 
 Income considerations for very low-income should be standardized. 
 Local governments should be involved in this process to ensure local consistency with 

regional plans. 
 More detail on the equity analysis should be presented at the public workshops. 
 Efforts should be made to increase outreach to the business community. 
 Efforts should be made to increase the capacity of the workshops. 
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 A public workshop start time of 5:15 p.m. is not optimal due to traffic, parking, etc. 
 Telecommuting policy initiatives should be part of the discussion. 

 
Executive Director Steve Heminger responded to questions about the scenario results, stating 
that staff was not surprised with the results given the fact that 80 percent of the available funds 
are used to maintain the region’s current transportation systems. He commented that the targets 
will not be met by focusing funding on infrastructure and land use alone; we will also need to 
implement policy initiatives. The list of policy initiatives to reach all of the targets (not just 
greenhouse reduction targets) should include those that are realistic and that the federal 
government will be convinced can be implemented. Mr. Kirkey and Ms. Flemer added that staff 
and the Commission are also looking at how the One Bay Area grant proposal can assist in 
implementing Plan Bay Area at the local level and help achieve the targets, and the Council will 
have an opportunity to review the revised grant proposal prior to Commission action. 
 
Chair Sandoval read comments submitted in writing by Rich Hedges, who could not make the 
meeting. Mr. Hedges complimented staff on the great job laying out the different scenarios. He 
also expressed concern about the cost of housing and transportation for low-income families, 
housing availability, and greenhouse gas reduction targets not being met. 
 
Vice-chair Terplan made the following motion to encourage the Commission and its staff to: 

 Develop a preferred scenario that achieves the 15% greenhouse gas reduction target 
 Broaden and expand the policy initiatives list to include areas that will further help the 

region achieve the 15% greenhouse gas reduction target (i.e., parking and road pricing, 
state and federal legislative initiatives) 

 Include a parallel set of policy initiatives that help achieve all the other voluntary targets 
that fall short of their adopted goal (such as housing and transportation costs for low-
income households). 

 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Castellanos and was passed with one abstention. 
 
Staff Liaison Report 
 
The Council received the report given by Ms. Grove. 
 
Council Member Reports 
 
Mr. Robertson would like for MTC staff to present on Title VI, as it is crucial. 
 
New Business 
 
Mr. Castellanos mentioned the review of MTC by the Federal Government.  A meeting is being 
held on January 10th in the MTC Auditorium. 
 
Adjournment/Next Meeting 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:39 p.m. The next Policy Advisory Council meeting is scheduled 
for January 11, 2012 in the MTC Auditorium, Joseph P. Bort MetroCenter, Oakland, California. 
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