
 Agenda Item 7 

 

TO: Legislation Committee DATE:  January 6, 2012 

FR: Deputy Executive Director, Policy W. I.  1131 

RE: SB 878 (DeSaulnier): Regional Planning  

Background 
As written, SB 878 would require the Joint Policy Committee − a subcommittee of representatives from 
the Metropolitan Transportation Commission, the Association of Bay Area Governments, the Bay Area 
Air Quality Management District and the Bay Conservation & Development Commission — as well as 
its individual member agencies — to prepare a number of new reports related to the Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (SCS), including recommendations on organizational reform (such as the 
creation of a new agency by statute or through a joint exercise of powers agreement or another 
institutional arrangement), regional economic development, and public and community outreach. 
 
Recommendation: Support and Seek Amendments 
 
Discussion 
 
As you know, Senator DeSaulnier, Chair of the Senate Transportation & Housing Committee, held three 
informational hearings in the Bay Area in November and December 2011 regarding AB 57 (Beall) and 
the broader subject of "regionalism" in the San Francisco Bay Area.  It appears that SB 878 is the likely 
vehicle for the Senator to address this latter topic. The bill was last amended on June 9, 2011 prior to 
the three meetings Senator DeSaulnier held in the Bay Area. 
 
Given that that the Senate Transportation & Housing Committee is set to hear the bill on Tuesday, 
January 10, staff's analysis is focused on the bill in print as well as general principles we recommend in 
anticipation of future amendments to the bill.  
 
SB 878 requires the JPC to issue the following three reports to be completed prior to January 31, 2013:  
 

1. Development of an Effective Sustainable Communities Strategy  
a. Development of multiagency policies and guidelines for the SCS 
b. How to improve the efficiency & effectiveness of policy setting & managerial 

coordination among the JPC member agencies 
c. How to ensure public comment from all nine counties in the development of the SCS 
d. Recommendations on organizational reform to help implement the SCS 
e. Public meetings in all nine counties, media & social media, and formation of new 

advisory committees.  
 

2. Economic Development Strategy 
a. A work plan for a nine-county economic development strategy, including the 

following elements:  




