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TO: Joint Policy Committee
FR: ABAG, BAAQMD and MTC Executive Directors
RE: Staff Support to the Joint Policy Committee

As you are aware, Ted Droettboom resigned from his position as the staff coordinator for the
Joint Policy Committee earlier this year. In his absence, Bruce Riordan has assumed the
coordinator role on an interim basis, pending a decision on how the position should be filled for
the longer term.

We believe strongly that the position should be filled to support the JPC’s efforts to coordinate
our respective agency policies and to facilitate regional planning initiatives. In addition to
completing the region’s first Sustainable Communities Strategy under the leadership of ABAG
and MTC, the current JPC work plan includes initiatives for a comprehensive regional climate
strategy and regional economic development strategy. In addition, SB 878 (DeSaulnier) has
been introduced and would require the JPC to assess methods and strategies for improving the
efficiency and effectiveness of policy setting and coordinated management among the JPC
member agencies.

As you may know, Will Travis has recently announced his plans to retire as Executive Director
of the Bay Conservation Development Commission effective December of this year. This opens
up a unique opportunity for the JPC to retain Mr. Travis as an independent consultant to serve as
the coordinator and policy advisor to the JPC. Given his experience over the past four decades
focused on the very challenges that the JPC is charged to address, we recommend that we
contract with Mr. Travis to assist and advise the JPC and the executive staff of the four JPC
agencies, according to the following scope of work:

1. Serve as the lead coordinator to deliver the JPC’s work program, develop
recommendations on future work program activities, and coordinate JPC Board and
Executive staff meetings. In this role, Mr. Travis would work with Bruce Riordan on the
JPC’s Climate Program and with Sean Randolph on the regional Economic Development
Strategy.

2. In concert with the JPC, advance the concept of One Bay Area to address the current and
emerging challenges of integrating the relevant policies and work programs of the four
JPC member agencies.

3. Coordinate the JPC’s engagement of government agencies, business, and institutional
interests, as well as the general public.

4. Create a strategy for the advancement of a Plan Bay Area (after completion of the initial

SCS in 2013) that includes regional climate and economic development strategies and
serve as the principal spokesperson for that strategy once approved by the JPC.
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5. Advise the JPC agencies’ executive directors on strategic measures that will advance the
JPC’s most effective role in achieving the objectives of One Bay Area.

If the JPC agrees with this recommendation, MTC would enter into a contract for Mr. Travis’
services on behalf of the JPC for an 18 month period beginning January 2012 through June 2013
for an amount not to exceed $225,000. Consistent with past practice, funding for this contract
would be shared by the four JPC agencies, subject to the availability of funding from each
agency.
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