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Memorandum
TO: Air Quality Conformity Task Force DATE: September 22,2011

FR: Adam Crenshaw W. L

RE: Proposed 2011 TIP Amendment 11-13: San Pablo Bay NWR Access Road in Petaluma
(SON110030)

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) recently submitted an application to amend a
new project into MTC’s 2011 TIP. The project is a multi-use trail project, which includes an
extension of an existing access road leading to the San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge
Headquarters and Baylands Center. Staff proposes to amend this project into the 2011 TIP
through the upcoming TIP amendment 11-13 and is seeking the Task Force’s concurrence
that this project qualifies as a non-exempt, non-regionally significant project for
transportation conformity purposes.

Background

On August 17,2011, FHWA awarded the USFWS $2.25 million in funding through the
Public Lands Highways Discretionary Program (PLHD) to improve access to the San Pablo
Bay National Wildlife Refuge Headquarters and Baylands Center. The existing Reclamation
Road will be extended by 3,400 foot and then a 3,600 foot access road and multi-use trail
that leads to the Center will be built. Please see the USFWS’s original application for PLHD
funds (Attachment A) for further project details. To access these funds USFWS submitted
an application to MTC to amend the project into the 2011 TIP.

Proposed Amendment

The proposed amendment to the 2011 TIP would add this multi-use trail/access road
project with an exemption code of non-exempt, non-regionally significant. This project is
consistent with the Transportation 2035 Plan (see RTP ID 22247). Note that staff would
not normally code this type of project in our travel model and evaluate it as part of the
regional conformity analysis for the Plan or TIP. Therefore, the addition of this project into
the 2011 TIP will not alter the most recent conformity analysis performed on the 2011 TIP
and Transportation 2035 Plan.
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