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ABSTRACT


Resolution No. 3553





This Resolution approves the allocation of $ 7,453,252 in Transportation Development Act (TDA) funds to claimants in Sonoma County during fiscal year 2003–04 for transit capital and operations, and community transit services projects under TDA Articles 4 & 8.





Further discussion of this allocation is contained in the MTC "Staff Evaluation" dated June 11, 2003.
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Re:	Allocation of Transportation Development Act Funds during Fiscal Year 2003-04 to Claimants in Sonoma County]





METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION


RESOLUTION NO. 3553





	WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) is the regional transportation planning agency for the San Francisco Bay Area pursuant to Government Code § 66500 et seq.; and





	WHEREAS, the Transportation Development Act (TDA), Public Utilities Code (PUC) § 99200 et seq., makes certain retail sales tax revenues available to eligible claimants for public transportation projects and purposes; and





	WHEREAS, MTC is responsible for the allocation of TDA funds to eligible claimants within the MTC region; and





	WHEREAS, claimants in Sonoma County have submitted a claims for allocations of TDA funds in FY 2003-04; and





	WHEREAS, Attachment A to this resolution, attached hereto and incorporated herein as though set forth at length, lists the projects and purposes for which [claimant is] [claimants in x County are] requesting TDA funding and the amounts recommended for allocation by MTC staff; and





	WHEREAS, Attachment B to this resolution, attached hereto and incorporated herein as though set forth at length, lists the required compliance findings MTC must make regarding claimant’s claimants’ funding requests; and





	WHEREAS, claimants in Sonoma County have certified that the projects and purposes listed in Attachment A to this resolution are in compliance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code § 2l000 et seq.), and with the State EIR Guidelines (l4 Cal. Code of Regs. § l5000 et seq.); now, therefore, be it 





	RESOLVED, that MTC approves the findings set forth in Attachment B to this resolution; and, be it further





	RESOLVED, that MTC approves the allocation of TDA funds during FY 2003-04 to [claimants in Sonoma County in the amounts, for the purposes, and subject to the conditions listed on Attachment A to this resolution; and, be it further





	RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution, along with written allocation instructions, shall be forwarded to the appropriate county auditor pursuant to 21 Cal. Code of Regs. §§  6621 and 6659 for the disbursement of TDA funds as allocated herein.





	METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION











		


	Steve Kinsey, Chair








The above resolution was entered into by the 


Metropolitan Transportation Commission 


at a regular meeting of the Commission held 


in Oakland, California, on June 25, 2003. 
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ALLOCATION OF TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENT ACT ARTICLE  4 & 8 FUNDS DURING 


FISCAL YEAR 2003-04 TO CLAIMANTS IN SONOMA COUNTY








INSERT Excel document page:





TMP-xxxx.XLS








The Excel portion of this Resolution should be put on the network in:





j: / Section / Allstaff / Resolut / TEMP-RES








(After Commission approval, documents will be renamed


RES-xxxx.XLS


and filed on the network in


j: / Section / Allstaff / Resolut / Resolutions)








NOTE:  Use Excel boilerplate to create Attachment A for this resolution. It is located on the network in





j: / Section / Allstaff / Resolut / Final@A / TDA-ATTA.xls





Fill in appropriate resolution number above, where “xxxx” is the number of this resolution.
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FINDINGS





Allocation of Transportation Development Act Article 4 and 8 Funds


During Fiscal Year 2003-04 to Claimants In Sonoma County





(1)	That each claimant listed on Attachment A to this resolution, has submitted claims for FY 2003-04 for TDA Article 4, Article 8 transit, and Article 8 streets and roads funds, as applicable, from x County; and 





(2)	That each claimant listed on Attachment A has submitted to MTC and appropriate agencies copies of all required State Controller's reports and fiscal audit reports in conformance with PUC §§ 99243 and 99245, as appropriate [OR shall submit such reports prior to the disbursement of funds]; and 





(3)	That the projects and purposes listed on Attachment A for which the claimants in Sonoma County have submitted applications for TDA funds are in conformance with MTC's Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) (2l Cal. Code of Regs. § 665l); with the applicable State TDA regulations (2l Cal. Code of Regs. § 6600 et seq.); and with applicable MTC rules and regulations relative to TDA; and 





(4)	That certain claimants listed in Attachment A have met the required ratio of fare revenues to operating cost set by MTC pursuant to PUC § 99268.12; and





(5)	That for all other claimants listed on Attachment A, a budget has been submitted indicating compliance during FY 2003-04 with the applicable TDA farebox requirement {§§  99260, 99400 OR MTC local match requirement OR MTC farebox requirement as set forth in MTC Resolution No. 1209, Revised and so attested by each claimant's chief financial officer, and





(6)	That the sum of each claimant's total allocations from TDA does not exceed the amount that the claimant is eligible to receive during FY 2003-04 in accordance with the calculations prescribed pursuant to 2l Cal. Code of Regs. § 6634; and 


�
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Staff Evaluation


Transportation Development Act (TDA) Article 4 and 8 funds 


[PUC §§ 99260(a), and 99400(c) and (d)]


FY 2003-04





A.	Applicants:





Sonoma County Transit





B.	Actions Requested:





Allocate  $ 7,453,252 in TDA Article 4 and 8 funds to Sonoma County Transit for transit and paratransit operations and capital projects.





Allocate $ 448,448 in State Transit Assistance (STA) funds to Sonoma County Transit for transit and paratransit operations.





Rescind $184,300 TDA funds from two prior year transit capital allocations to the City of Healdsburg 








C.	Recommendation:





Refer MTC Resolution Nos. 3553 and 3554 to the Commission for approval as requested.





D.	Background/Analysis:





Coordinated Use of Funds in Sonoma County


Annually, the jurisdictions in Sonoma County coordinate the use of TDA and STA funds to support public transportation services in the county.  This process involves review and approval by both the Sonoma County Transportation Authority and the Sonoma County Paratransit Coordinating Council (PCC).  The process results in a coordinated program that details the amount of TDA funds that each jurisdiction will contribute to Golden Gate Transit for intercounty bus service, and the amount of TDA and STA funds that will be used by the County of Sonoma, Santa Rosa, Petaluma, and Healdsburg for services these jurisdictions provide within their boundaries.  








Annual Claim:  Sonoma County Transit





I.  Operations:





System Description


The County of Sonoma operates “Sonoma County Transit” fixed route bus service, and “Sonoma County Paratransit” demand responsive service.  The bus service is operated under contract with a private sector transportation company, and the paratransit service under contract with a non-profit social services agency. Sonoma County Transit provides service in and between most cities and the unincorporated communities of the county.  Sonoma County Paratransit provides demand responsive service complementary to the bus service.  In addition to inter-city service, the county has agreements with the cities of Cotati, Rohnert Park, Sebastopol, Sonoma and Windsor for the provision of local bus and paratransit service.    





Operating Budget


The following table compares the combined FY 2002-03 adjusted (as of March 2003) operating costs and FY 2003-04 proposed budget for Sonoma County Transit and Sonoma County Paratransit.    
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Expenses


In FY 2003-04 fixed route expenses are budgeted to increase 7.8% over FY 2002-03, while paratransit expenses are budgeted to increase approximately 29.8%.  Combined, systemwide operating expenses are budgeted to increase 10.7%.


The increase in fixed-route costs is primarily due to the increased contractor cost and the implementation of two new routes introduced last March to provide alternative services for commuters in the Sonoma Valley and Sebastopol area who had lost transit access resulting from Golden Gate Transit’s service cuts.


Costs have increased significantly in the provision of paratransit services. In response to last year’s Federal Transit Administration’s triennial audit, the paratransit system’s capacity has increased approximately 45% in order to provide enhanced service. There also have been a steep increases in workers compensation and general liability insurance premiums.








Revenues


A fare increase is anticipated to go into effect in August for both the fixed-route and paratransit systems. This will generate an additional $174,226 this year.


Pending policies to be adopted by the Commission in July, the newly designated Petaluma Urbanized Area will provide Sonoma County Transit (SCT) with federal formula operating assistance in FY 2004-05. Anticipating lower TDA/STA fund availability, last fall, Sonoma County Transit is looking to a process of programming available federal transit administration formula funds to support transit operations. Beginning in FY 2003-04, SCT has budgeted $983,903 of federal money to use for operating purposes. 





Financial Outlook





Until a turn-around in the local economy occurs and sales tax generation is restored to levels reached in FY 2001, the potential for reductions in transit services continue to exist. However, as a small operator, Sonoma County Transit has the flexibility to quickly implement cost saving measures and/or restructure its system should the need arise.  Also after funding its systems in FY 2002-03, the County had reserved TDA funding equivalent to 20% of its annual budget among its TDA apportionment areas. Pending Transit Capital Priorities policies to be adopted by the Commission in July, the County plans on using its new ability to use federal money for operating purposes which would enable it to build TDA reserves in the future. This reserve is expected to bridge any funding gap in the near-term if new TDA generations fail to meet operating needs in future years.


 








Rescissions of Allocations made to the City of Healdsburg





Analysis of the TDA reserve balances in the Healdsburg apportionment area established that there was not sufficient funding to fund both Sonoma County Transit and Healdsburg transit operations in FY 2003-04. In researching fund balances and allocations in prior years, it was determined that excessive allocations were made in FY 2001-02. After conferring with both transit operators, Healdsburg requested that rescissions be made to two of its capital projects in order to make an additional $184,300 available to the Healdsburg apportionment area. The resulting balance will be sufficient to fund both intercity transit service to Healdsburg (SCT) and Healdsburg Transit operations in FY 03-04. 








II.  Capital


The County is requesting an allocation of $99,019 in TDA Article 4 funds to support miscellaneous minor capital projects, equipment and maintenance needs. They include but are not limited to the following uses: route improvements, dispatch radio upgrade, Office Equipment, shop equipment, and transit facility maintenance.





Unless otherwise stated, MTC staff finds this application to be in conformance with applicable rules and regulations.
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June 11, 2003	Item Number 4e


Resolution Nos. 3553, 3554, 3529 Revised, and 3377 Revised





Subject: 	The County of Sonoma’s  request for FY 2003-04 Transportation Development Act (TDA) and State Transit Assistance (STA) funds for transit and paratransit operating and capital assistance.





Background:	The Sonoma County Transit is requesting a total of $7,453,252 in TDA and $448,448 in STA funding for transit and paratransit operating, and capital purposes. Additionally Healdsburg is requesting a rescission of  $184,300 TDA funds from two prior year transit capital allocations in order to make this sum available to the Healdsburg apportionment area. The resulting balance will be sufficient to fund both intercity transit service to Healdsburg (SCT) and Healdsburg Transit operations in FY 03-04.








	


Issues:	There are no significant issues.





Recommendation:	Refer to the Commission for approval.





Attachments:	Staff Evaluation
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