
 

 

Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
Programming and Allocations Committee 

February 9, 2011 Item Number 2c 
 MTC Resolution No. 3988 

Subject:  FY 2010-11 FTA Section 5311 Program of Projects 
 
Background: The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Nonurbanized Area Formula 

Program (Section 5311) makes funding available to each state for public 
transportation projects in nonurbanized areas. Eligible applicants include 
public agencies, non-profit agencies, and American Indian tribes. 

 
MTC annually develops a regional Program of Projects for submittal to 
Caltrans. Caltrans then submits a statewide program to FTA for approval.  
MTC’s objective is to program operating and capital funds to maintain 
needed transit services in the rural areas of the MTC region. 

  
 Funding Availability 

Caltrans has estimated that the amount of FTA Section 5311 Nonurbanized 
Area funds available for the MTC region during FY 2010-11 will be $1.2 
million. Caltrans has indicated that this estimate is for planning purposes 
only, and that the actual amount of funding available for individual 
programs is subject to the annual appropriations process. 

  
 Fund Programming 

MTC requested applications from eligible project sponsors, and received 12 
applications totaling $5.3 million in requests, or roughly $4 million over the 
estimated funding available.  
 
Staff proposes adoption of the program in Attachment A, which is consistent 
with the priorities outlined in MTC’s FTA Section 5311 Funding Objectives 
and Criteria. In order of priority, these criteria include: (1) Sustain existing 
capital through replacement or rehabilitation; (2) Maintain existing transit 
services through operating assistance; (3) Provide preventive maintenance 
for existing transit equipment; (4) Provide capital and/or operating 
assistance for service expansions; and (5) Enhance existing service. 
 
The following is a summary of the proposed program: 
 
Priority 1 (Basic Capital) Staff is recommending that 50 percent 
($600,000) be directed to basic capital projects.  However, due to recent cuts 
to transit operating funds, staff is proposing some operating assistance to 
minimize revenue volatility. 
 
Priority 2 (Operating Assistance) After programming funds to the capital 
projects, staff recommends that all remaining funds be distributed to 
operating projects. In order to distribute the Priority 2 funds equitably, staff 
further recommends that awards be limited to a maximum award amount, 
equal to the agency's average Section 5311 award in FY 2007 through FY 
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2009. The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) and the City 
of Dixon are the only project sponsors whose award amounts would be 
affected by the cap.  The result is that all other projects receive 23 percent of 
the amount requested.  If a cap were not implemented, all operations 
projects would have been limited to 16 percent of the amount requested. 
 

Issues: After this programming cycle is complete, MTC staff will work with all 
non-urbanized area operators to develop a new approach to distributing 
Section 5311 funds that takes into account each agency's non-urbanized 
route miles, non-urbanized population, and total operating cost in non-
urbanized areas.  This discussion and any resulting recommended policy 
revisions will inform FY 2011-12 programming. 

 
Recommendation: Refer MTC Resolution No. 3988 to the Commission for approval. 
 
Attachments: MTC Resolution No. 3988 
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 Date: February 23, 2011 
 W.I.: 1512 
 Referred By: PAC 
 
 

ABSTRACT 
Resolution No. 3988 

 
This resolution adopts the FY 2010-11 Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Nonurbanized 

Area Formula (Section 5311) Program of Projects for the San Francisco Bay Area. 

 

The resolution includes the following attachment: 

 Attachment A - FTA Section 5311 Nonurbanized Area Formula Program FY 2010-11 

 

Further discussion of this action is contained in the MTC Programming and Allocations 

Committee Summary sheet dated February 9, 2011. 

 
 
 



 

 

 Date: February 23, 2011 
 W.I.: 1512 
 Referred By: PAC 
 
 
Re: Program of Projects in the San Francisco Bay Area for the FY 2010-11 Federal Transit 

Administration (FTA) Nonurbanized Area Formula (Section 5311) Funds 
 

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
RESOLUTION NO. 3988 

 
 WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) is the regional 

transportation planning agency for the San Francisco Bay Area pursuant to Government Code 

sections 66500 et. seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, MTC is the designated metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the 

nine-county San Francisco Bay Area; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) has adopted rules and 

regulations (23 CFR 450 and CFR 613) which require that the MPO, in cooperation with the 

state and publicly-owned operators of mass transportation services, carry on a continuing, 

cooperative and comprehensive transportation planning process that results in plans and 

programs consistent with the comprehensively planned development of the urbanized area, as a 

condition to the receipt of federal capital or operating assistance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 5311 Title 49 of the United States Code (formerly Section 18 of the 

Federal Transit Act (FTA) provides a formula grant program for public transportation projects in 

areas other than urbanized areas (49 U.S.C. Section 5311); and  

 

 WHEREAS, MTC has developed, in consultation with interested transportation 

providers, a FY 2010-11 FTA Nonurbanized Area Formula Program of Projects for the San 

Francisco Bay Area, attached hereto as Attachment A, and incorporated herein as though set 

forth at length; now, therefore, be it  
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 RESOLVED, that MTC adopts the FY 2010-11 FTA Nonurbanized Area Formula 

Program of Projects as listed on Attachment A; and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that MTC intends, subject to appropriate project review, to approve 

regional, state and federal assistance for projects that are identified on Attachment A; and, be it 

further 
 

 RESOLVED, that the Executive Director of MTC is authorized and directed to modify 

the FY 2010-11 Program of Projects as listed on Attachment A to match the actual FTA 

Nonurbanized Area Formula fund appropriation. 

 

 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 
 
 
   
 Scott Haggerty, Chair 
 
 
The above resolution was entered into by 
the Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
at a regular meeting of the Commission held in 
Oakland, California, on February 23, 2011. 
 



Date:
W.I.: 1512

Referred by: PAC
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Resolution No. 3988
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FY 2010-11 Funding Available:
Apportionments (Est.) 1,234,469$                                
Prior Year Carryover: 0
Total Funding Avail. 1,234,469$                                

FY 2010-11 Programming: Project Sect. 5311 Sect. 5311 Total Project
Applicant Project Description Type Program Request Including Match

Sonoma County Transit Vehicle Replacements Cap 225,751$       451,503$        255,000$              
Napa County Transit Vehicle Replacements Cap 110,663$       221,325$        250,000$              
LAVTA Bus Engine Replacements Cap 159,661$       319,322$        957,967$              
Rio Vista Vehicle Replacements Cap 90,000$         180,000$        101,655$              
Dixon Operating Assistance Oper 60,000$         282,234$        510,093$              
Marin County Transit Operating Assistance Oper 105,337$       465,596$        841,490$              
Fairfield and Suisun Transit Operating Assistance Oper 31,768$         140,416$        253,779$              
Sonoma County Transit Operating Assistance Oper 116,712$       515,874$        932,358$              
SamTrans Operating Assistance Oper 132,407$       585,248$        1,437,108$           
Vallejo Operating Assistance Oper 42,503$         187,865$        339,536$              
Rio Vista Operating Assistance Oper 22,624$         100,000$        211,803$              
VTA Operating Assistance Oper 137,043$       1,881,159$     3,399,889$           
Total Programming 1,234,469$    5,330,542$     9,490,678$           
Total Available 1,234,469$    
Available for Carryover -$               

February 23, 2011

FY 2010-11
Section 5311 Nonurbanized Area Formula Program

Federal Transit Administration
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