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Purposes of Targets

1.
 
Provide reference points that help 

 us construct SCS scenarios
2.

 
Highlight trade‐offs among goals

3.
 
Help us assess policies and 

 investments through models
4.

 
Demonstrate how close we can get 

 to our goals or what it would take 
 to reach them



3

Process for Target Recommendation

•
 

Reviewed over 90 suggested targets between 
 August and October

–
 

Ad Hoc Committee on Performance Measures
–

 
RAWG, ABAG Regional Planning Committee, 

 MTC Policy Advisory Council
–

 
Staff research

•
 

Aimed for no more than 10 targets
•

 
Many of the measures reviewed will be 

 considered for other SCS analyses or reports
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Ad Hoc Committee Participants 
Cities, Counties, Transportation & Regional Agencies

• Air District
• BART
• BCDC
• Caltrans

• City of San Bruno
• City of Berkeley
• City of Mill Valley
• City/County of San
Francisco

• City of Suisun City 
• Santa Clara County
• County CMAs (Alameda, Contra 
Costa, San Francisco, Santa Clara, 
Solano, Sonoma) 

MTC Policy Advisory Council Representatives

• Disabled (Richard Burnett)

• Economy                     
(Carlos Castellanos, Richard 
Hedges, Linda Jeffery Sailors)

• Environment             
(Egon Terplan)*

• Low Income          
(Cathleen Baker)

• Minority (Gerald Rico)

• Senior (Marshall Loring)

* Also on ABAG Regional Planning Committee

ABAG Regional Planning Committee

• Bay Area Council
• Building Industry Association

• Greenbelt Alliance
• Non-Profit Housing of 
Northern California

• Urban Habitat

Other Organizations

• Public Advocates
• Regional Asthma
Management & Prevention

• Sustainable Agriculture
Education

• Transform
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REQUIREMENTS
1 Targets should be able to be forecasted well.
2 Targets should be able to be influenced by 

 regional agencies in cooperation with local 
 agencies.

GUIDELINES

3 Targets should be easy to understand and reflect as much as 

 possible the outcomes desired.

4 Targets should address multiple areas of interest.

5 Targets should have some existing basis for the long‐term 

 numeric goal.

Criteria
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1 Climate Protection Statutory
Targets (2)2 Adequate Housing

3
4
5

Healthy & Safe Communities: 
Reduce premature deaths from fine particulates
Reduce injuries and fatalities from collisions
Increase walking and biking to improve health outcomes

Voluntary
Targets (8)

6 Open Space Preservation
7 Equitable Access

8 Economic Vitality

9
10

Transportation System Effectiveness
Improve system effectiveness and productivity
Maintain the system in a state of good repair

Draft Staff Recommendation: Goals
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Goal: Climate Protection

Reduce per‐capita CO2

 

emissions from cars and 
 light‐duty trucks by 15%

(Source: California Air Resources Board, as required by SB 375)

SB 375 Statutory Targets*

1

*Unless noted, statutory and voluntary targets are reductions in Year 2035 
compared to Year 2005

Target recommended because: SB 375 requires the Air Resources Board to 
set regional targets for reducing GHG emissions from cars and light-duty trucks.

Factors influencing target: projected growth, transportation investments and 
policies that reduce overall driving or improve vehicle speeds.
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Goal: Adequate Housing

House 100%
 

of the region’s projected 25‐year 
 growth by income level  (very low, low, moderate, 

 above moderate) without displacing current low‐
 income residents

(Source: ABAG adopted methodology, as required by SB 375)

SB 375 Statutory Targets

2

Target recommended because: SB 375 requires regions to plan for housing 
all projected population growth, by income level, to prevent in-commuting 
growth. 

Factors influencing target: ability of local jurisdictions to plan and construct 
housing units at needed income levels.
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Reduce by 10%
 

premature deaths from exposure 
 to fine particular matter (PM2.5)

May be amended to reflect targets for CARE communities or hot spots, pending 

 
review of feasibility by BAAQMD
(Source: Adapted from Federal Air Quality Requirements by BAAQMD)

Voluntary Targets
 Goal: Healthy and Safe Communities

3

Target recommended because: it reflects the need to protect the health of 
those at the most risk of exposure and the need for this region to attain the new 
Federal PM2.5 standard.

Factors influencing target: reducing VMT for passenger vehicles through 
focused growth and supportive transportation investments. ARB regulations are 
also expected to reduce future contributions from heavy vehicles and other 
sources. Measure assumes mobile and other emissions sources take 
responsibility for their fair shares.
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Reduce by 50%
 

the number of injuries and 
 fatalities from all collisions (including bike & ped.)

(Source: Adapted from California State Highway Strategic Safety Plan)

Voluntary Targets
 Goal: Healthy and Safe Communities

4

Target recommended because: it is a core goal in the current Transportation 
2035 plan and a co-benefit of the SCS to the extent that it reduces vehicular 
travel demand.

Factors influencing target: reducing VMT for passenger vehicles through 
focused growth and transportation investments, including improved non- 
motorized facilities (eg, Safe Routes to Schools).
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Increase the average time walking or biking per 
 person per day by 50% from 2000 levels

(Source: Adapted from Surgeon General Recommended Daily Activity

 

Level)

Voluntary Targets
 Goal: Healthy and Safe Communities

5

Target recommended because: it measures health outcomes related to 
increased non-motorized mode shift and overall increase in non-motorized 
activity.

Factors influencing target: focused growth, which creates more opportunities 
for walking and biking. Investments in bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure and 
programs such as Safe Routes to Schools.
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Direct all non‐agricultural development within 
 urbanized areas as of 2010

(Source: Adapted from SB 375)

Voluntary Targets
 Goal: Open Space and Agricultural Preservation

6

Target recommended because: SB 375 requires consideration of open space 
and natural resources protection, which supports accommodating new 
development within publically defined urban areas.

Factors influencing target: ability of jurisdictions to plan for more focused 
growth within existing urbanized areas, or those willing to maintain or secure 
open space.
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Decrease by 10%
 

the share of low‐income and 
 lower‐middle income residents’

 
household 

 income consumed by transportation and housing
(Source: Adapted Center for Housing Policy)

Voluntary Targets
 Goal: Equitable Access

7

Target recommended because: Bay Area low-income residents spend a 
larger share of income on housing and transportation than other metropolitan 
areas. This target seeks to bring the Bay Area in line with the national average.

Factors influencing target: more affordable housing options needed in the 
urban core and close to transit.
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Increase gross regional product (GRP) by [TBD]% 
Source: Bay Area Business Community

Voluntary Targets
 Goal: Economic Vitality

8

*Unless noted, targets are the reduction from Year 2005 achieved in Year 2035

Target recommended because: it directly demonstrates how the SCS/RTP 
supports economic growth and competitiveness.

Factors influencing target: improving access to labor, suppliers and markets 
by directing housing and employment growth, reducing travel time and 
improving travel time reliability. 
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Decrease average per‐trip travel time for auto 
and transit modes by 10%
Source: Adapted from Caltrans Smart Mobility 2010

Voluntary Targets
 Goal: Transportation System Effectiveness

9

Target recommended because: it directly reflects how land use policies and 
supportive transportation investments can affect travel times to essential 
destinations by auto and transit. 

Factors influencing target: supportive land use patterns, improved transit 
speeds and frequency, improved efficiency of existing roadways (arterial signal 
timing, ramp metering, incident clearance, better trip planning). 
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Maintain the transportation system in a state of 
 good repair:

– Increase pavement condition index to 75 or better on local roadways
– Decrease distressed lane‐miles of state highways to less than 10%
– Reduce average transit asset age to 50% of useful life
(Source: State and regional plans)

Voluntary Targets
 Goal: Transportation System Effectiveness

10

Target recommended because: Failure to adequately maintain our 
transportation system will result in increased future maintenance costs and impair 
system reliability. “fix it first” has long been a core RTP goal.

Factors influencing target: adequate funding for maintenance; supportive 
maintenance funding policies and prioritization.
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Complementary Analysis and Data

1.

 
Equity Analysis

•

 

All targets by income and mode
•

 

Jobs‐housing fit analysis
•

 

Distribution of benefits/burdens

2.

 
Transportation and Land Use 

 Forecast Data Summaries
•

 

Distribution of low‐income housing
•

 

Mobility/accessibility of aging population
•

 

Mode share, vehicle miles traveled, delay
•

 

Economic impact analysis

3.

 
Indicators
•

 

Land preserved
•

 

Displacement and gentrification
•

 

Access options for elderly and 

 
disabled residents

Many measures not selected for targets remain under 

 consideration. Examples include:
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Targets Next Steps
•

 
December 2010

–

 
Review and refine targets with advisory groups

–

 
Information item to MTC Planning Committee, ABAG 

 Administration Committee, and Joint Policy Committee 

 (12/10)

•
 
January 2011

–

 
Adoption by MTC Planning Committee and ABAG 

 Administration Committee (1/14)

•
 
February – September 2011

–

 
Scenario assessment analysis and results (Targets, 

 Equity Analysis, Data Summaries)
–

 
Indicator data available to inform scenario definition
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