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Memorandum

TO: Air Quality Conformity Task Force DATE: November 19,2010
FR: Grace Cho W.I.:

RE: Air Quality Updates

The following air quality-related news may be of interest to the Conformity Task Force:

o FHWA's Office of Natural Environment recently launched a redesigned Air Quality
website. The new user friendly website serves as the information center for air quality
related topics including Transportation Conformity, the CMAQ program, and mobile
source air toxics. One feature of the new FHWA Air Quality website is the addition of
maps for areas designated nonattainment under the 2006 PM2.5 standard. Similar to the
1997 PM2.5 and 1997 8-hour ozone maps (also available on the website), the 2006
PM2.5 maps for each nonattainment area show the 2006 PM2.5 nonattainment
boundary, the 1997 PM2.5 nonattainment boundary if applicable, the MPO(s) boundary,
and state and county lines. FHWA encourages stakeholders to visit the new site and
provide feedback on the website. The new website and the maps can be found at:
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air quality/

e EPArecently announced that it would not be able to meet a late October date to finalize
its reconsideration of the ozone standard and was granted an extension to finalize the
new NAAQS until December 31, 2010. In January, EPA proposed an ozone standard of
60-70 parts per billion (ppb), a stricter standard than the current 75 ppb set in March
2008.

e The Coordinating Research Council (CRC) sponsored a mobile source air toxics
workshop in Sacramento, CA from November 30 - December 2, 2010. The objectives of
the workshop are to share information on mobile source air toxics (excluding health
effects), to report on significant work underway, and to identify future needs. The
workshop is being organized in cooperation with U.S. EPA, National Renewable Energy
Laboratory, FHWA, South Coast Air Quality Management District, California Air
Resources Board, American Petroleum Institute and the Desert Research Institute. For
information and highlights about the event see:
http://www.crcao.com/workshops/2010%20MSAT/index.html

e At the Clean Diesel 10 Conference in October, EPA, in conjunction with the Diesel
Technology Forum, environmental groups, the National Association of Clean Air
Agencies (NAACA), and many private sector partners celebrated ten years of the
National Clean Diesel Campaign as well as successes with the Diesel Emission Reduction
Act (DERA). This two-day event recognized efforts made to date to implement diesel
emission reduction projects, provided networking opportunities, and discussed plans
for the future. For more information and highlights about the event, see:
http://www.cleandiesel10.com/



http://www.cleandiesel10.com/

e The Bay Area Air Quality Management District announced in late October the results of
the Great Race for Clean Air, a two-month competition between Bay Area employers to
see who could reduce the most CO2. The Great Race for Clean Air challenged employees
and employers from small to large companies to commit to finding alternatives to
commuting by car alone for two full months. CO2 savings were calculated based on the
length of the employee’s commute, their vehicle’s gas mileage and the number of miles
that were traveled using one of the commute alternatives. Winners were chosen in
several categories, including highest CO2 savings per capita and highest percentage of
employee participation per small, medium and large company. The companies with the
largest amount of CO2 savings per capita were:

0 SYSTIME Computer Corporation, San Francisco County and overall Bay Area winner

Cisco Systems, San Mateo County winner

Yahoo! Inc., Santa Clara County winner

Agilent Technologies, Sonoma County winner

City of Hayward, Southern Alameda County winner

Valley Care Health System, Tri-Valley Region winner
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A complete list of regional winners is available at:
http://www.sparetheair.org/Get-Involved/Your-Community/Great-Race.aspx
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