
 

 

 

TO: Air Quality Conformity Task Force DATE: September 28, 2010 

FR: Grace Cho W.I.:   

RE: Air Quality Updates 

The following air quality-related news may be of interest to the Conformity Task Force: 
 
 In August 2010, EPA issued a transportation conformity restructuring amendment ruling.  Key 

elements of EPA’s proposal includes: 
 

o Restructuring the existing rule requirements would clearly apply to areas designated 
nonattainment for future new or revised NAAQS, thus reducing the need to amend the 
transportation conformity rule merely to reference specific new NAAQS.  

 
o Require that when the attainment year of a NAAQS has passed or has not yet been 

established, a near-term year would be analyzed when using the budget test. Specifically, 
where the attainment year has not yet been established or it is no longer in the timeframe of 
the transportation plan and conformity determination, areas designated nonattainment or 
maintenance for a NAAQS would be required to analyze a year no more than five years 
beyond the year in which the conformity determination is being made.  

 
 

The proposed rule applies to conformity rules 40 CFR 93.109 and 93.119.  The ruling summary 
can be found at:  

 http://www.epa.gov/otaq/stateresources/transconf/conf-regs.htm 
 
 FHWA’s Office of Freight Management and Operations and the Office of Natural Environment 

released and announced in June the availability of a Freight and Air Quality Handbook.  The 
handbook covers topics on freight and air quality issues, strategies, and funding opportunities to 
reduce emissions from freight, especially trucks, are highlighted. Additionally, the  handbook 
talks about the challenges in meeting the 24-hour PM2.5 NAAQS present states and MPOs with 
the opportunities to identify cost-effective ways to reduce PM2.5 are presented. For more 
information, see: 

 http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/publications.htm#fa 
 
 Also in June, AASHTO released a report on the air quality interagency consultation process and 

efforts to streamline such practices. The State-of-The-Practice Report was developed to help 
transportation agencies more effectively integrate transportation and air quality planning and 
project development activities. For more information, see: 
http://environment.transportation.org/pdf/communities_of_practice/aq%20interagency%20coordn
ation%20report%206%2021%2010%20final.pdf. 



 
 

 

 
 The Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) Board of Directors adopted the 

2010 Clean Air Plan, the first Bay Area plan to address multiple air pollutants in one 
comprehensive strategy for improving local air quality and protecting public health.  The 2010 
Clean Air Plan reviews air quality progress to date in the Bay Area and for the first time adopts a 
multi-pollutant approach in addressing ozone, particulate matter, air toxics and greenhouse gas 
emission reductions in a single, integrated strategy. The primary objectives of the plan are to 
improve local and regional air quality, protect public health and minimize climate change 
impacts.  The Clean Air Plan identifies 55 measures for reducing pollution from industrial, 
commercial, residential and vehicular sources. The plan complies with California Clean Air Act 
requirements for reducing ozone concentrations, incorporating all feasible control measures, and 
reducing the transport of emissions to neighboring regions. The plan also serves as an update to 
the Bay Area 2005 Ozone Strategy.  For more information or to review the plan, visit: 

 http://www.baaqmd.gov/Divisions/Planning-and-Research/Plans/Clean-Air-Plans.aspx 
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