
 

 

 
Date:  August 2, 2010      

To:  Regional Advisory Working Group 

From:  Lisa Klein, MTC and Christy Riviere and Marisa Raya, ABAG 

Subject: Update on Performance Targets and Indicators for the SCS/RTP 
 

Last month, RAWG reviewed a performance-based framework for the Sustainable Communities 
Strategy/Regional Transportation Plan (SCS/RTP). The approach calls for performance targets, 
to be adopted in November 2010, and indicators, to be adopted in April 2011.  
 
Targets translate the three E’s into a vision for the Bay Area’s future in specific terms. We are 
aiming for a set of roughly 10 (or fewer) targets. Starting in early 2011, MTC and ABAG will 
use land use and travel forecasting models to assess the impact of transportation and land use 
policy choices, represented by “scenarios”, with respect to the targets. Examples of performance 
targets from the current Transportation 2035 Plan and Projections 2009 include: 

• Reduce delay per person by 20 percent from today’s levels by 2035; 
• Reduce emissions of fine particulates by 10 percent from today by 2035; and 
• Decrease by 10 percent the combined share of low-income and lower-middle-income 

residents’ household income consumed by transportation and housing. 

Indicators will be used to track the actual implementation of the SCS/RTP plan and policies. In 
addition, indicators can measure other aspects of community quality that are related to 
transportation and land use. Examples of performance indicators include: 

• Transportation availability 
• Housing affordability and choice 
• School access and quality 
• Actions taken by local jurisdictions to implement the SCS 

In the discussion in August, RAWG suggested targets and indicators for consideration, asked for 
acknowledgement of local government’s role, and stressed the importance of developing a 
focused list of targets.  

We have folded RAWG’s comments into the work of the ad hoc committee that has been 
convened to advise staff on targets and indicators. Participants include members of RAWG, 
ABAG’s Regional Policy Committee and MTC’s Policy Advisory Council. At its first meeting 
on August 18, the committee discussed criteria for selecting targets and reviewed potential 
targets for the Climate Protection goal. Participants again noted the need to recognize local 
government’s role and suggested retaining flexibility to define or reorganize the goals. 
 
Staff also presented this item to ABAG’s Regional Policy Committee in August. The discussion 
focused on how aggressive the targets ought to be. 
 
At your meeting on September 7, staff will report briefly on these and other broad issues raised 
in discussions to date.  
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Next Steps 
The ad hoc committee is scheduled to meet next on September 9, followed by two additional 
meetings through mid-October. The primary focus of these next few meetings will be on 
reviewing specific potential targets to help staff develop a recommendation in November. Staff 
will provide regular updates on the ad hoc committee’s work over the next few months to 
RAWG, the ABAG Regional Policy Committee and MTC Policy Advisory Council. 
 
MTC and ABAG staff also will present an informational item on SCS/RTP Performance Targets 
and Indicators at the September 10 joint meeting of the MTC Planning Committee and ABAG 
Administration Committee. 
 
 SCS/RTP Performance Targets and Indicators Related Activities 

September • RAWG (9/7) & Ad Hoc Group (9/9 & 9/28)  
• MTC Policy Advisory Council (9/8) 
• Joint MTC Planning and ABAG 

Administrative committees (9/10) 
- Submit regional GHG targets for ARB 

consideration, if warranted 
- Overview of targets/indicators approach 

• ARB – adopts statutory GHG targets 

 
 
 

October • RAWG (10/5) & Executive Working Group 
(TBD) 

• ABAG Regional Policy Committee (10/6) 
• Ad Hoc Group (10/12) 

 

November • MTC and ABAG – Adopt targets  
• ABAG Executive Committee – Consideration 

of Regional Housing Target  

Begin to define transportation and 
land use Vision scenarios  

2011 
January  

• RAWG & Ad Hoc Group – Indicators  Vision scenario definitions 
Begin Vision scenario assessment 

March • RAWG – Feedback on indicators 
recommendation 

 

April • MTC and ABAG – Adopt indicators Review scenario assessment 
results with local government and 
other stakeholders 
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