
 

 

MINORITY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Minutes – December 8, 2009 

 
Attendance 
 
The meeting was called to order at 3:20 p.m. Those in attendance were Chair James 
McGhee, Dustin Daza and Harvey Louie of San Francisco; Vice Chair Carlos 
Castellanos and Jacquee Castain of Alameda County; Michael Rubiano of Contra Costa 
County; Charles Rivasplata of Marin County; Gerald Rico and Robert Liems of Napa 
County; Bill Allen and Carlos Romero of San Mateo County; Michael Lopez of Santa 
Clara County; Jim Simon of Solano County; Lee Pierce and David Rosas of Sonoma 
County; Michael D’Augelli, Native American representative; and Randi Kinman and 
Dawn Love, Low Income Representatives. 
 
MTC staff in attendance included Pam Grove, Georgia Lambert and Jennifer Yeamans. 
 
Meeting Minutes 
 
The November 10, 2009 meeting minutes were approved. 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Chair McGhee reported that he attended several MCAC subcommittee meetings. He 
also attended a meeting to discuss the recent violence on local buses in 
Bayview/Hunters Point (the individual has been apprehended, he said). He announced 
the Commission approved the formation of a new Policy Advisory Council, and said 
that Ms. Grove would give more detail in her staff report.  
 
MCAC Member Reports 
 
High School Internship Subcommittee: The subcommittee met just prior to today’s 
MCAC meeting. Subcommittee vice chair Michael D’Augelli reported that the number 
of agencies that have applied for interns so far is encouraging and all counties have 
requests for interns. Dec. 10 is the deadline for applications for an intern. He 
complimented MTC HR staff on their work. Jacquee Castain, subcommittee chair, said 
that there is a big turnover among agency staff due to retirements and internal changes, 
and she recommended that MCAC members follow up with agencies. She thanked the 
committee for their work and reiterated that all counties participated in the internship 
program last year. Chair McGhee also thanked the subcommittee. Ms. Grove said that 
extra brochures are available for distribution to transportation and government agencies. 
 

- over - 
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MCAC Member Reports (Continued) 
 
Equity Analysis Subcommittee: Subcommittee chair Randi Kinman reported that the 
group met last week to go over “parking lot” issues (issues not currently a part of the 
metrics being proposed for mapping). The subcommittee is continuing to work on a game 
plan to move forward with recommendations at the beginning of next year. She praised 
MTC’s GIS staff, saying they have been producing “awesome material” to show how 
different issues affect a community. She said the demographic comparisons on maps will 
be very helpful at the local level, and the subcommittee has been very effective. Their next 
meeting will be Tuesday, Dec. 15. 
 
Second-Cycle Lifeline Tier 2 Program of Projects 
 
Jennifer Yeamans, MTC planning staff, presented the proposed Tier 2 Lifeline Program of 
Projects, giving some background on funding for the Lifeline Program. Projects were locally 
selected and advanced by the nine Bay Area county Lifeline Program Administrators. There 
were 14 new projects and 24 revised Tier 1 projects submitted for Tier 2 funds (a list is included 
in the MCAC packet). Bill Allen encouraged members to participate in their counties’ selection 
process. He has used information he learned from his participation on the Equity Analysis 
Subcommittee to justify using funds for more substantial projects.  
 
Several other MCAC members inquired about specific projects on the list, and Ms. Yeamans 
responded. Carlos Romero asked if it was possible to speed up the processing of Lifeline funds, 
since it’s been about seven months since projects were approved. He expressed concern that the 
Lifeline evaluation will be occurring in 2010 and MCAC’s Lifeline Subcommittee will be 
disbanded by then. He suggested that Lifeline Subcommittee members be called back for input 
as part of the evaluation process. Ms. Yeamans said there are no constraints as far as 
stakeholders’ input on the evaluation.  
 
MCAC Work Plan Discussion 
 
Committee members discussed how to prioritize MCAC’s work plan items for the Commission’s 
reference and possible use by the new Policy Advisory Council. Various suggestions were put 
forth by members. Several members commented that they felt the equity analysis was a top 
priority. Randi Kinman suggested perhaps the priorities should be framed in two distinct areas 
around equity and economics. There was quite a bit of discussion, and it was agreed that an 
executive summary should be prepared with accomplishments to date, and the committee should 
provide some strategic goals/guiding principles for the transition.  
 
The committee agreed to continue the discussion at a future meeting. Chair McGhee asked all 
the subcommittees to meet prior to MCAC’s February meeting in order to help inform the 
discussion. 
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Staff Report 
 
Ms. Grove explained that the new Policy Advisory Council will be officially appointed in March 
and will begin its work in April 2010. MCAC will continue to meet through March, and all 
MCAC members are encouraged to apply for the new committee (applications will be available 
later in the month). MTC will create a list of former advisors and add everyone’s name to the list 
in order to keep them informed and involved. Ms. Grove also reported that the BATA Oversight 
Committee will hear a new proposal on a potential toll increase at its meeting on December 9. 
BATA will make its decision in January 2010 and, if approved, the toll increase would become 
effective July 2010. 
 
Other Business 
 
Ms. Kinman noticed the list of county agencies that was mailed out with the High School 
Internship packet and provided a revised contact for one of the agencies. Ms. Castain asked if 
there would still be a High School Internship orientation and Ms. Grove said yes, staff would be 
continuing the program.  
 
Mr. Romero and Mr. Castellanos reported on their recommendations for the Transportation for 
Livable Communities (TLC) scoring criteria. They felt the scoring criteria should: 1) mitigate 
displacement and preserve existing businesses; 2) more accurately define affordable housing 
requirements (with a minimum threshold in order to qualify for TLC funds); 3) have an 
increased number of points awarded to additional affordability (10 points were suggested); 4) 
include opportunities for reduced or free transit passes (not just be limited to parking and a focus 
on cars); 5) have an increased number of points for local matching funds, with a provision for a 
sliding scale). The recommendations were emailed to Therese Trivedi, MTC staff, on Dec. 8.  
 
Regarding affordable housing requirements, Ms. Kinman cited the recent ruling in favor of a Los 
Angeles developer, and she expressed concern about subsidizing “for sale” housing only (since 
the case exempts rental housing from the affordable housing policy).  
 
Mr. Allen requested a correction to the November minutes under the DBE Participation Level 
Report.  Denise Rodrigues, MTC staff agreed to provide quarterly reports on DBE participation. 
 
There was no further business, and the meeting was adjourned at 4:57 p.m. 
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