
 

TO: Air Quality Conformity Task Force DATE: January 21, 2010 

FR: Ashley Nguyen W. I.   

RE: Draft Bay Area Interagency Consultation Procedures for PM2.5 Hot-Spot Analyses 

PM2.5 Requirements 
Effective as of December 14, 2009, the US EPA designated the San Francisco Bay Area as 
nonattainment for the 24-hour national air quality standards for fine particulate matter (PM2.5). 
Note that the eastern portion of Solano County is included in the Sacramento PM2.5 
nonattainment area; and the northern portion of Sonoma County is designated an 
unclassifiable/attainment area.  
 
Beginning December 14, 2010, certain federally-funded projects are required to complete a 
PM2.5 hot-spot analysis as part of the project-level conformity determination process. Project 
sponsors are required to engage in interagency consultation on the methods and assumptions to 
be used in the hot-spot analyses. The project-level conformity determination is made by the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) or Federal Transit Administration (FTA). 
 
Interagency Consultation Procedures 
MTC staff previously outlined our proposed interagency consultation procedure for PM2.5 hot-
spot analyses for the Bay Area at the Conformity Task Force meeting on December 17, 2008. 
We now have a detailed draft interagency consultation procedures for PM2.5 hot-spot analyses 
for the Conformity Task Force’s review and comment (see attachment). 
 
In summary, MTC staff is proposing to use the meetings of Conformity Task Force meetings as 
the forum for the PM2.5 interagency consultation. The Conformity Task Force’s role is primarily 
to (1) review and make a recommendation as to which projects are considered a project of air 
quality concern, which would therefore require the sponsor to prepare a PM2.5 hot-spot analysis, 
and (2) review the methods and assumptions to be used in the hot-spot analysis. It is the 
responsibility of the federal agencies – EPA, FHWA, and/or FTA (or in some cases, Caltrans for 
NEPA-delegated projects) – to concur with the recommendations of the Conformity Task Force, 
and to ultimately approve the PM2.5 hot-spot analyses. 
 
MTC staff seeks additional feedback and concurrence on these interagency consultation 
procedures from the Conformity Task Force. 
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Next Steps 
MTC staff plans to immediately begin the necessary computer programming activities to add the 
PM2.5 requirements into the Fund Management System (FMS). Starting this spring, MTC staff 
will brief the Bay Area Partnership about the new PM2.5 interagency consultation requirements 
and procedures, and will set-up a training workshop to help project sponsors navigate through 
the new PM2.5 components of the FMS and understand the new interagency consultation 
procedures for PM2.5 hot-spot analyses. We plan to hold this training workshop in partnership 
with Caltrans, EPA, FHWA, and FTA and as part of a larger training workshop on FMS. A 
summary of the schedule of activities is provided below: 
 
 
 
 

Activity Timeline 
Review Proposed PM2.5 Interagency Consultation 
Procedures with Conformity Task Force 

January 2010 

Add PM2.5 Requirements into FMS February 2010 
MTC’s Planning Committee and Commission 
Approval of PM2.5 Interagency Consultation 
Procedures 

March 2010 

Outreach to project sponsors via Bay Area 
Partnership meetings 

April/May 2010 

Provide training workshop (in partnership with 
Caltrans, EPA, FHWA, FTA) regarding new PM2.5 
consultation requirements and components in the 
FMS 

April/May 2010 

Begin accepting information from project sponsors 
via FMS 

Summer 2010 

Begin facilitating  PM2.5 consultation Fall 2010 
PM2.5 Hot-spot interagency consultation 
requirements take effect 

December 14, 2010 
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