
 

 

 

TO: Air Quality Conformity Task Force DATE: February 19, 2009 

FR: Liz Brisson W.I.:   

RE: Air Quality Updates 

 
The following air quality-related news may be of interest to the Conformity Task Force: 
 

• On December 22, 2008, US EPA issued a final Federal Register notice designating areas 
throughout the U.S. as "nonattainment" for the 24-hour national air quality standards for PM2.5, 
including the San Francisco Bay Area; the effective date of the designation will be 90 days after 
publication in the Federal Register, which has not occurred as of February 19th. For more 
information, see http://www.epa.gov/pmdesignations/2006standards/regs.htm#3 

 
• EPA released “Guidance for the Use of Latest Planning Assumptions in Transportation 

Conformity Determinations – December 2008” superseding the January 2001 guidance. For more 
information, see http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/conformity/con_guid08.htm 

 
• On February 10, 2009, FHWA released a draft clarification to “Transportation Conformity 

Guidance for Qualitative Hot-spot Analysis in PM2.5 and PM10 Nonattainment and Maintenance 
Areas" for a 30-day comment period.  The clarification provides guidance for hot spot analyses 
using “Method A”, comparison to another location with similar characteristics. For more 
information, see http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/conformity/tcg_intro.htm 

 
• On February 11, 2009, US EPA released “Guidance for Developing Transportation Conformity 

State Implementation Plans” superseding the November 2004 guidance and February 2006 
interim guidance.  For more information see, 
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/stateresources/transconf/policy.htm#0209guidance 

 
• On February 12, 2009, US EPA released “Guidance for Implementing the Clean Air Act Section 

176(c)(8) Transportation Control Measure Substitution and Addition Provision” which provides 
updated guidance on substituting and adding transportation control measures to approved state air 
quality plans.  This document supersedes the section of the February 14, 2006 interim guidance 
on implementing the Clean Air Act amendments made by SAFETEA-LU that addressed this 
provision. For more information see 
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/stateresources/transconf/policy.htm#sub-tcms 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

• On February 12, 2009, US EPA released a notice for public hearing and comment to reconsider 
the previous denial of a waiver of preemption for California State Motor Vehicle Pollution 
Control Standards (CARB’s greenhouse gas emission regulations implementing AB 
1493/Pavley).  A public hearing will be held on March 5, 2009 and written comments can be 
submitted until April 6, 2009. For more information, see 
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-2913.pdf 

 
• On February 12, 2009, EPA issued a notice of public hearing and extension of public comment 

for the “Proposed Rule To Implement the 1997 8-Hour Ozone National Ambient Air Quality 
Standard: Revision on Subpart 1 Area Reclassification and Anti-Backsliding Provisions Under 
Former 1-Hour Ozone Standard; Proposed Deletion of Obsolete 1-Hour Ozone Standard 
Provision.” The hearing will be held on March 2, 2009 and the public comment period has been 
extended to April 1, 2009.  For more information, see http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-
3051.pdf 

 
• BAAQMD is in the process of preparing the 2009 Bay Area Clean Air Plan, an update to the Bay 

Area 2005 Ozone Strategy.  A public workshop was held on January 28, 2009 to seek input on 
potential control measures. The draft plan will be released in early summer 2009 and the final 
plan is anticipated to be adopted in fall 2009. Additional opportunities for public comment will 
occur throughout the update process. For more information, see 
http://www.baaqmd.gov/pln/plans/ozone/2009_strategy/ 
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